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Among other delightful features of the Interna- 
tional Convention was the warmth of greetings 
given to its members by the citizens of the South, 
not only at Atlanta, but along the various routes 
by which the delegates came from the North. Just 
here the Editor of The Sunday School Times has 
pleasure in acknowledging two beautiful bouquets 
sent in to him from the ladies of Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, as the train on which he was a passenger 
stopped for a few minutes at that station. The fact 
that the bouquets did not reach his hands until the 
train had moved from the station precluded him 
from returning thanks for them at the time. 


All doubts concerning the success of the 
Atlanta Convention are at rest. The attend- 
ance at it was large and general beyond pre- 
cedent. Its membership included many of the 
best representative men of the several denomi- 
nations throughout this country and Canada. 
Entire harmony prevailed in its proceedings. There 
was but one voice as to the value of the Iaterna- 
tional Lesson system, and the wisdom of its con- 
tinuance. A new lesson committee was appointed 
to take up the work where the first committee left it. 
An extended sketch of the proceedings of the 
Convention is given on another page by Mr. Peltz; 
also the full report of the.old lesson committee, and 
two of the responsive exercises for the evening 
sessions of the Convention. Next week we shall 
reproduce some of the more important addresses, 
and give a corrected table of the statistics gathered 
for the Convention; together with the third respon- 


1 “ What must a word of God say?” 





sive service. We shall also have something to say 
of the results and influence of the Convention. 


A great many Christian men tho have money 
intend to give liberally to the Lord’s cause by and 
by. At present they propose to keep the money in 
their own business, hoping to make more money by its 
shrewd use. They admit that it is the Lord's 
money, and that it is to be paid over to him at some 
future day; but just now they think that they can 
use it to better advantage than he can, although 
there are urgent specific calls for it which, under 
other circumstances,ought immediately to be heeded. 
If they should put their reasoning on this subject 
in plain, blunt words, they would say: “It is the 
Lord's money, and he shall haveit in due time. 
It is true that he seems just now to be calling for a 
share of it; but the Lord couldn't use it so pro- 
fitably as I can; for J have great business capa- 
city. Sothe Lord must give me an extension.” 
After all, the Lord can do better with his money 
than the shrewdest of his children can. When he 
calls for it, the safest way is to give it to him. 


It is announced by some of the seekers for new 
light on the doctrine of future punishment that we 
are not to ask “ What does the word of God say?” 
Men have 

metimes forced interpretations of the Bible to suit 

eir own ignorance, when they fondly supposed they 
were elevating it to the level of their own wisdom. 
It may be that the effort to fit the word of God to 
our advanced knowledge will in the end only make 
ourselves ridiculous. A writer of a recently pub- 
lished book had occasion to quote in it 1 Chronicles 
14:15. Soon after, his publisher said to him, “We have 
been obliged to correct your manuscript, sir. Did 
you ever hear of such a musical instrument as a 
‘going’? We have looked through all our diction- 
aries, and can find nothing of it. We have made it 
read ‘the sound of a gong in the mulberry trees,’ 
and that must have been what you meant.” It is 
possible that some of our brethren who are preparing 
a Theodicy, and insisting that the interpretation of 
Scripture must conform to ethical facts and consid- 
erations, may take a hint from this incident. 


It is a common error to suppose that a single bad 
act vitiates the whole character of a good man, and 
reduces him to the position of a hypocrite and 
impostor. But is a still more dangerous error to 
suppose that one good deed, or a score of them, 
redeems a life otherwise depraved, and that such an 
act ought to stand as an index of a man’s nature. 
It is said that a celebrated French composer, in 
the midst of persistent and irreverent refusals to 
accept religious ministrations on his death-bed, 
exclaimed: “ They say I am impious. Sir, can a 
man who has written my Stabat Mater be without 
faith?” Rossini’s fallacy was made evident to him 
in time; but a similar mistake is too often fatal. 
It ts possible for a man to write a devotional hymn, 
to produce a scriptural painting, to endow an 
orphan asylum, or to perform almost any other 
meritorious act, in a burst of enthusiasm or remorse: 
But one aspiration does not make a man a Christian, 
any more than one angry word shuts against the 
Christian the doors of heaven. In any act or ser- 





vice the motive sanctifies or curses it. If the act is 
a part of a holy endeavor to be a child of God and 
a trustful servant of Christ, the humblest deed is 
pleasing to God ; but the highest has no value if it 
is born only of a fondness for abstract goodness, or 
a liking for the beauty of religion. Men who have 
lived evil lives often take pleasure in pointing, again 
and again, to their performance of one or two credit- 
able deeds in a long course of unrighteous years. 
But if they should look at the motives which 
prompted their hearts, then their exultation would 
give place to deserved abasement. 


RELIGION AND LITERATURE. 


The partial or complete divorce of the beat 
forms of American Christianity and the best forms 
of American literature, which seemed impending a 
few years ago, has already ceased to alarm the 
minds of intelligent believers. If the Christian 
world were reduced to a handful of persons who 
could neither read nor write; if unbelief were 
in possession of all the colleges, printing-presses, 
and books in existence, Christianity would still be 
true, and opposition to it would still be untrue. 
But since literature has always been in the main 
Christian, even during the dark ages, it would be a 
misfortune if it should come to pass, in any country, 
that its poets and historians and journalists should 
compare but poorly with literary men professing 
doubt and unbelief. A prevalence of this state 
of things is just what was feared in this country, a 
quarter of a century since, by many watchful Chris- 
tians ; and some people, young and old, still give 
anxiety, on this score, to their believing friends. 
A change has come about, however : the sentimental 
and speculative side of unbelief has departed from 
the minds of not a few persons seeking some form of 
fashionable opposition to Christianity ; and scientific 
experiments and suppositions have usurped its place. 
Once we were told that Christianity no longer pro- 
duced good sonnets and good histories; now it is 
a more frequent suggestion that Christianity cannot 
offer a decent work on the microscope, or a respect- 
able book of geological exploration. 

It is a common fact, in literary history, that a 
period of wild and iconoclastic unbelief is followed 
by one of superstitious formalism. Or, on the con- 
trary, the very reformation which attacks mummery 
and priestcraft may develop, at its edge, a tendency 
to rationalism and indifference. These changes 
have occurred suddenly in French literature, and 
more slowly, but not less evidently, in other coun- 
tries. But looking at literature in a long perspec- 
tive, the Christian element dwarfs the anti-Chris- 
tian. After all, a nation’s books are its mirror 
quite as truly as they are its master. ‘The worst 
of it is,” said Lord Byron, “I do believe;” and he 
is not the only poet in whose verse the stern truths 
of Christianity have sounded, clear and solemn, over 
the gayety and irreverence of merely worldly 
themes. It is not true that all literature that does 
not contain the name of Jesus Christ or of his 
apostles is unchristian literature. The great bulk 
of modern books are either aggressively Christian 
or tacitly so. Mr. Longfellow and Mr. Bryant, it is 
understood, are not explicit believers in the common 
evangelical faith; but their books are more effective 
helps to that faith than the poems of the Rey. 
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Robert Herrick, or the novels of the Rev. Lau- be able toswim. Well, in Exodue, chapter 20, the 


rence Sterne. Longfellow, indeed, is claimed by the | Hebrew first commandment begins with verse 2 
Roman Catholics as an ally of their cause, Not | ends with verse6. It thus includes the Protestants’ 
only the more staid of living American and | preface, and first and second commandments. The 
Eaglish writers thus defend the truth, in all the | Hebrew second, third, etc., to the eighth, correspond 
graces of language, but so, also, do many of the/ with the Protestants’ third, fourth, etc., to the ninth. 
wildest of the younger authors. A writer who puts |The Hebrew eplite the Protestante’ tenth into two, 
his non-evangelical theology into a pcem or a novel | | _making the f.rbidding to covet the house its ninth 
now looks long for a market; nor do historians | commandment, and the prohibition of coveting the 
or es nyiste longer indulge in hasty or venomous | wife and other movable possessions the tenth, 

attacks. Even periodicals that once were super- Turn to Deuteronomy, chapter 5. We find the 
cilicu-ly hostile keep silence altogether, or open’ same Hebrew division as before, except that the 
their pages alike to archbishops and to professors cf Protestants’ teath commandment is eplit differently 
chemis:ry. Svience is comiog to laugh at literature | into two. As the clauses occur in a different order, 
as well as religion, and to sneer at a poet as a fellow | they would need transposition in order to keep the 
whose vocation is rather more useless than that of | | same division as in Exodus. But the ninth Hebrew 
a preacher. Beauty is worthless, but religious commandment in D-uteronomy 5 is the prohitition 

| 


2 and 


ethics may inculkate industry and iacrease the to covet the neighbor's wife; ard the teuth forbids 
potato crop. SS, literature and religion, so long as _coveting the neighbor's house, with all the movables 
the “scientific revival” laste, may yet be left in| | mentioned except the wife. Tris mechanical d.ffi- 
their old undisputed sway over the whole field of culty would show that the Protestants’ division ix 
lettere. Ina that case there would be no doubt con- | more natural than that found in the Hebrew Bibles: 
ceruing the tide from which would comethe mastery | for the latter really makes four commandments 
and the inspiration. out of the Protestants’ tenth, or else makes the 

But relig« us literature, in its strict sense, andin division unstable or not permanent. 
its best estute, is a thing as rich and beautiful Jewish catechisme, or at least some of them, show 
as aught the world can show. It rewards | still different diviion. They make the Protes- 
a Jife-time of study, and its art is as excel-| tants’ preface the first commandment, and join the 
lent as its doctrine. The Bible approves itself to Protestants’ first and second into one, keeping the 
the purely literary man as a wonderful masterpiece, | tenth entire, the same as the Protestants. Some ef 
in prose and poetry, in epirit, in style, in solemni'y, | their catechiems put in the first commandment from 
and even, we may reverently say of come parts of another passage: “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy 
the Proverbs and the Epistle of James, in humor. God is one Lord.” 

This union of piety, beauty, strength and liter-| It is evident that the Romanist division comes 
ary excellence is reflected, in some degree, in all the from the Jewish; and it is going rather too far even 
splendid line of greater English religious writers,— to say that they “cut out the second command- 
Bunyan, Barrow, South, Fuller, Andrewes, Baxter,| ment” from their catechisms in order to defend 
Jeremy Taylor, Hooker, Sir Thomas Browne, | image worship, in the absence of positive proof from 
Matthew Henry. Our own Jonathan Edwards and! another source. Their catechisms usually give only 
Charles Hodge are literary men of whom any maga- | an abridged form of the commandments, and the 
zinist or novelist has something to learn. But|commandment in question was only an abridg- 
many names need not be mentioned; in hymns | ment, according to the Jewish and Romanist view. 
alone there is reading for a life-time. That reader} Luther comes in here with his views and his 
who should devote two hours, every Sunday after-| catechism. His small catechism is an abridgment 
noon, to such religious classics as may be accessible, | also, and follows the Jewish and R manist division. 
would fi.d himself, at the end of the yeaf, with a| The Sabbath commandment he shortens into “Du 
brain strengthened as by no diet of novels, daily | solist Fiiertag heiligen,” i. e, Toou shalt hallow 
newspapers, or bi-monthly reviews. festival day, or holy day, including, of course, fast 

; day. His abiidgment is defended by many of his 
followers in a larger catecbi-m. He also left out the 
Protestants’ second commandment, as being iacluded 
in the first. 

As the law is summed up in love to God—for the 
first table of the law includes the second, which is 
10:4, sre the commandmenta recorded in Exodus’ love to man—so it is not always eary to distribute 
20:1-17, ard Deuteronomy 5: 6-21. But when | its development aad application into logical 
we come to inquire, which is the first command- | divisions. The same act will frequently break two 
ment? which is the second? and so on to the tenth,' or more of the recognized ten cummandments at 
we fiad that different answers are given by different | | once : the whole law of love is br ken too. So one 
bodies, The Protestant word in general accepts | is not safe in using logical sharpness in de fiaing the 
that division which is found ia any cf theic cate- | ten commandments to see how much license exists: 
chisms or symbolic works, which is written up con- the better loving use is to see how best he may please 
apicuou ‘ly in many of our churches, which we use, God ia all relations of life, and to be thankful that 
in The T mes, and which, d.d we not use, we woud so mach instruction is given, in such an easily 
be mieuuderstocd. Tne great mass of Protestants, "mastered structure. 
indeed, disbelieve in any other orthcdox division,| Even the two tables of the law are not so easily 
and perhays do not kaow that the hand of man has separated. We commonly see them divided thus: 
had anything to do with the dividing. They know four commandments of duties to God, and six of 
that the Romanists cut the second commandment out | ‘duties to man; but is that certsialy correct? May 
of their catechisms, aud split the tenth into two, in ‘not the fifth commandment be said to belong to the 
order to keep the scriptural number ten. A slan- first table? Do we not obey parents and govern- 
derous report is not uncommon that the R_manists ments as delegates of God within their proper 
have so mutilated the Bible itself; but this we can- scope? They are not our equals before the law, but | 
not believe was ever done or thought of. Certainly the very judges and ministers cf the law to us in| 
no well-informed acholar could credit it for a that respect. Such is the view taken by a very | 
moment. | large body of Protestant Christians in Europe, as well | 

But suppose we look at an ordinary Hebrew as by many in America. The fifth commandment is | 
Bible, and see how the ten commasdments are certainly on the boundary line between the two 
divided. We will not try to enter into the history tables. But such is ever the way; 
of the Jewish, Romanist, or Protestant division at Gud are ever mocking human powers of analysie, | 
present, 


cussion cf great length, where not all of us might creaticn ever join with boundaries that lap. 





THE DIVISION OF THE TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS. 

Nobody who is either Christian or Jew, real or 

nominal, doubts that the “ten commandments” 

spoken of in Excdus 34:28; Deuteronomy 4:13 and | 











| manner, but heartily and con'ously, as 
the works of | P 
| interested in them as an impcrtant part of his fl sck 


CHILDREN IN THE CONGREGATION. 


BY WILLIAM W. PATTON, D.D, 


There are children in all of our congregations. There 
are pastors who have never observed the fact, and its 
announcement may occasion an increduloussmile. These 
pastors are probably near-sighted, and cannot see much 
beyond their manuscript on the pulpit Bible, or anything 
emalier than a manor woman. This is a pity; for it 
is a beautiful spectacle to stand ina pulpit, and to notice 
the families as they come in, and stow themselves away in 
the pews—at each end a parent, the father guarding the 
door and the mother filling the remote corner, while 
between sit the children, boys and girle, in a comely row. 
Bat so it is: the vision of these pastors is so imperfect 
that only large distant objects are discernible. They can 
see the parenta, but the children are invisible. Their 
sense of hearing ia more acute, and the whispering of 
mischievous boys, or the crying of an infant in the church, 
i8 instantly detected, and brings a heavy frown, or a look 
of distress, or a request that the troublesome juvenile be 
removed from the house. I admit that the children are 
not so numerous in the congregation as they ought to be; 
nor so numerous, I fear, as they used to be. There is a 
tendency in some quarters to substitute the Sunday-school 
for the church. Tae children, in certain case, go to the 
school at 9 o’clock A. M., and return home just as the 
church service commences. In other cases they come to 
ihe school at noon, as the congregation is leaving the 
church. Perhaps, instill more numerous instances, they 
remain at home during the forenoon, and attend a Sunday- 
school in the middle of the afternoon. This is far better 
than not to have religious instruction ; and one can have 
nothing to object to a mission-school which, in a locality 
remote from any evangelical church, gathers the children 
together for such religious education as even an hour in 
the week can supply. “A half-loaf is better than no 
bread,” and we must not neglect to give the hungry a 
crust, because we cannot seat them at a feast, 


But while doing the best we can, in the circumstances, 
for children of the unevangelized classes, by mission- 
schools alone, ought we not to take our own children 
with us to the regular service of the sanctuary, at least 
once upon each Lord’s Day? Young children are largely 
educated through the eye and ear, and the sanctuary is 
tull of “object-lessons” in the matter of religion. The 
very building is impressive, and teaches reverence. It is 

od's house—the place solemnly dedicated to divine 
worship. Everything upon which the eye fails suggests 
a religious thought. There is the pulpit, in which the 
minister of Christ preaches the gospel. There is the B.ble, 
God’s word, from which we leara our duty and the way 
of salvation. There is the communion-table, reminding 
the child of the Lord’s Supp*r, and cf the great fact 
which that ordinance commemorates. When baptism is 
administered, a child's mind is instructed and his h+art is 
touched, as well as his curiosity gratified. The reception . 
of new members to the church, by whatever ceremony 
attended, is powerfully suggestive of duty to the c'uld,—as 
many of us can testify, as we recall the memories of 
childhood. And amid these objects and exercises the 
idea of the Christian church as @ spiritual organization, 
which has come down through the ages, and against 
which the gates of hell are never to prevail, comes per- 
petually into the juvenile thought, and strengthens with 
the child's strength. Thus just to be in the sanctuary 
regularly is to receive a religious edacation, in no slight 
degree. And evenif, at firat, there be an inevitable irk- 
someness, to thoss of tender age, in keeping quiet for so 
long a time, especially during the delivery of the sermon, 
yet is there gain as well as loss in the experience. It 
teaches a vaiuable lesson of reverence for worship, and of 
mental discipline. It is part of that self-restraint which 
ia anecessary element in all thorough education. It is 
hard for the flesh, but is good for the spirit; and cbildren 
are the better in the end for having been subjected to it. 

Occasional preaching hardly answers as a full recog- 
nition of the intellectual and spiritual wants of this 
large part of the usual congregation. The youth as well 
as the adults need a moreconstant provision. This should 
| be secured by connecting thém with the regular exercises 
| of each Lord’s Day. They should be encouraged to join in 
| the singing of the hymns, and in the responsive reading of 
the psalms, which, happily, is becoming common. The minis- 
| ter should also make frequent and special mention of them 
|in his public prayers; not ina passing and perfunctory 
if he felt deeply 
Taey 


shou!d have a place in the sermon also, Oae Western 


That wou!d plunge us into a critical dis- Io matter and spirit alike, the d ff-rent realms of | pastor is reported as regularly preaching a five minutes’ 


sermon to children previous to hia regular discourse, 
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disposition which prompts to this is worthy of all praise, 
and the effect of the exercise cannot fail to be good, as 
compared with that of the ordinary pastoral indifference. 
Yet it may not be the best method. It leaves the children, 
unconnected with the subsequent discourse, to sit as thoee 
who have had their portion, and who are to expect nothing 
more. Why is it not still better to introduce into nearly 
every sermon some illustration or application especially 
adapted to the young, which shall operate to secure their 
attention, to afford instruction, and especially to impress 
them with the fact that they are habitually in the pastor's 
mind and on his heart? There are few practical subjects 
which do not bear in some way upon the ideas and the hab- 
ita of the young, and each class of hearers needs to have 
a subject brought home to its peculiar wants. When a 
minister preaches on Christian character, he should have 
a few sentences to show how such a character is to be 
formed and manifested in the particular sphere of child- 
hood. When he deals with temptations, he should not 
forget to mention those which assail the children. When | 
he warns sgainst evil habits, he must remember that form- | 
ing habits is precisely what all his juvenile hearers are 
doing. When he describes the difficulties of a Christian 
life, why should he fail to recollect that nobody finds it so 
hard to do right, and to live out religion, as does an active 
boy or girl? It would seem to be needful, then, to give 
the young not merely an occasional, but rather an abiding, 
place in the ministrations of the pulpit. 





HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 





CHAPTER XV. 


The next morning Happy went to Mrs. Payson alone; 
Miss Lavinia had a headache, and could not be with her, 
but it was not a very formidable matter to see Mrs, Pay- 
son. Happy felt already that she was a friend, for she had 
been there once or twice since Mrs, Dodd’s death, though 
it happened that the girl was either sleeping, or “had 
gone to the grave to weep there,” like the women of all 
the ages,—before and since, Scripture recorded it of the 
Marys,—every time the minister or his wife tried to see 
her. There was something so kindly and reassuring in 
Mrs Payson’s voice, her smile, her simple, cordial man- 
ner, that Happy felt her heart lightened at once. Mrs. 
Payson was a woman whom almost everybody liked; and 
those who did not, were to be pitied, her husband said, for 
they lost a great deal. She brought Happy into her 
pleasant parlor, which was in daily use, and, giving her 
an easy-chair, took up her sewing, which she had Inid 
down to go to the door, in order to make the interview as 
little formal as posaible. 

Happilona was naturally a simple, direct little person ; 
her way was to go at once to the point, and she did this | 
now by asking Mrs. Payson to read her mother’s letter. 
When that lady finished, and put the paper down, her 
expressive face showed deep feeling. 

“My dear,” she said, “ your mother was an extraor- 
dinary woman.” 

“Yes, ma’am,” was all Happy could answer. 

“IT think she was right in her advice to you, entirely 
right; though it is not what I should have expected, or 
you either probably.” She saw from Happy’s face that 
she had judged right in regard to this, “I do not see 
what else you could do, not being strong. I don’t think 
you will find it pleasant at first, Happy; you have never 
been obliged to act under the orders of a stranger, and it 
will be irksome; your pride will be wounded many a 
time, and your feelings hurt; but, my dear, have the 
sense to say to yourself, “This is the duty God gives me: 
I must do it for him.” Your course is very plain; you 
must earn your living, and this is the only way you can 
earn it; but you can make that way evil or good, as you 





choose. I have seen a servant loved and respected as | 
much as any woman I ever knew; and you can be.” 

Happy looked up and smiled; the words might haveseemed | 
harsh and hard had they not been uttered in the gentlest | 
Voice, with the tenderest manner. Aunt Lavinia had | 
given much the same advice to her, but it rasped on her | 
nature, though she felt its goodness. Mrs. Payson was 
like her mother, she thought, and she looked up with a/| 
beaming face. 

“T will try,” she said. 

Mrs, Payson emiled back. ‘And I will try to help you, 
Happy. Have you heard of any place?” 


“No, ma’am. I thought perhaps you might know of 
one,” 





“T will look about the parish and see, Meantime there 


is no reason—is there ?—why you cannot stay with me 
to-day. I should like to have you.” 

So Happy stayed ; and the rest from work, and absence 
from the place where she missed her mother every hour, 
did her good. By and by Mr. Payson came in; he was 
glad to see her. “ You have been talking with my wife,” 
hesaid. “I am sure that did you good, Happy.” 

“ Yes, sir, it did: she talks like mother.” 

The minister's eyes beamed. “That is a real compli- 
ment, my dear, one that is honest and earnest both.” 

Mrs. Payson had left the room a moment as her hus- 
band came in, and now she said, as she entered,— 

“ Mr. Payson, the first thing you do, please, is to read 
this letter, and give Happy youradvice ; she has had mine, 
but I want her to have yours.” 

Happy looked at him while he sat reading, and thought 
how nice it would be to live with two such people; they 
had quite won her lonely heart, not only by their real 
kindness, but by the charm of their pleasant, cordial man- 


| ners. How much does life owe to a kindly manner! Here 


were two persons whom everybody liked: not because 
they were any better, any wealthier, any more intel- 
lectual, than a thousand others about them, but simply 
because they were agreeable; took pains to be neatly and 
properly dressed, and to be friendly with all men. If Mr. 
Payson had gone about the parish with his head held 
down, his coat soiled,and his shoes unblacked, long, rough 
locks brushing his coat collar, and a face of gloom and 
ill-humor, now and then expanding into a sour, reluctant 
smile, which it was his duty to wrench to thesurface for an 
acquaintance ; or if Mrs, Payson had been a selfish, sloppy, 
whining woman,—all the power for good which drew peo- 
ple towards them would have been changed into a power 
of repelling the very souls they were set to lure into the 
fold. When Paul said he was made “ all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some ;” and again, “ Even 
as I please all men inall things, not seeking my own profil, 
but the profit of many, that they might be saved,’—did 
he not mean something like this constant effort to win 
others to love the gospel, that in and to themselves was so 
sweet and lovely? 


While Happy waited, the thought went through her 
mind that it was a good thing to be so lovable, so agree- 
able; and she resolved to try and be pleasant herself, even 
in trouble, for the sake of other people. 

When Mr. Payson had read the lette?, he gave her almost 
exactly the same advice his wife had; and, much helped 
and strengthened, Happy went home to her lonely rooms: 
oh, how lonely now! worse and worse each day; so fall 
of her mother’s presence and atmosphere that to enter 
them was a fresh pangevery time. It was one good thing 
in going to service, she thought, that those rooms would 
be left behind her entirely. She was not strong enough 
to bear such a haunted solitude; an entire change would 
be welcome. 

The week passed; a little work was sent in to her that 
she could do, and it was promptly paid for; she did not 
have to take any more money from the bank, and kind 
Mrs. Ives, herself confined these two months to the 
house, sent her over some little delicacies that tempted 
her to eat, and so gave her more strength. Happy lived 
through the days a3 we all overlive such days, in a dumb 


| endurance, & dull pain, a “constant anguish of patience, ” 
| till Sunday came once more. 


As she sat with her class about her, waiting for Mr. 
Fox to open school, it suddenly struck her that perhaps, if 
she went out to service, she would have to give them up, 
or rather they would give her up. With this thought in 
her mind, she looked at the fresh young faces about her. 
Helen Sands, she felt sure,would leave her ; perhaps Julia; 
Mary, she thought, would stay; but as to Ruth!—here 
was a doubt. Happy’s eyes filled at the possibility; she 
loved that child so dearly, and was so anxious to do her 
good, that an idea of separation pained her. But the 
verse for the day recalled her,—‘ Casting all your care 
upon Him, for he careth for you.” As the children 
repeated it in unison, the last words rested and reigned 
in Happy’s soul. “ Hecareth for you!” Then what could 
harm her? Whatif she could not do Ruth any more 
good? was not God able to take her into his own care? 
So she laid her anxiety aside, and went on with the lesson. 
After it was over, Mra, Payson stopped her a moment, and 
said : 

“Can you come over to see me in the morning, 
Happy?” 

“ Yes, ma'am,”’—but her heart beat as she said it, 

After church came a little visit from Miss Vinny, and 
then her younger class, 

“ What shall you do wilh ‘em when you move out?” 
said Aunt Vinny, as she tied on her bonnet to go home, 

“T’m sureI don’t know, auntie, I have got that to 





arrange; for, wherever I go, I must have this hour to my- 
self, and perhaps in the morning.” 

“ Well, don’t worry about that now; ef you conclude 
to keep ’em, you can take my kitchen for a Sunday 
or two till you get a better place.” 

Happy knew this was a great deal for Miss Lavinia to 
offer, and she determined to trouble her as little as possi- 
ble; she could have got a room in the attic of the tene- 
ment house where the children lived, but there were many 
objections to that. 

They were very good to-day,—as good as untamed 
children in high spirits could be; they sung with all 
energy, and really tried to please her; and when the hour 
was over, Happy kissed them ali round, with a sort of 
feeling that they were her own,—a feeling intensified by 
her own loneliness. 


“T shall come and see you all, this week,” she said, after 
the last hymn was sung. 

“Oh, goody! goody! screamed the little girls: the 
boys only looked pleased, but that was enough for Happy. 
After they went away, Mra. Packard came up stairs and 
asked her to come down and eat her supper with them. 
Happy was glad to go, for Sunday evening was a hard 
time for her. She was warmly welcomed by both, and 
urged to eat as much as would have sufficed her for all 
day; but it was their measure of hospitality, and she 
knew and was grateful for it. 

Mrs. Packard was a woman inquisitive by nature, and 
never taught to repress that unpleasant trait: she plunged 
at once into a series of questions, and was surprised to 
hear of Happy’s plans. 


“ Well, I declare!” she said; “I should think you'da 
sight rather go into a shop, or a store, or take in sewin’. 
I don’t mean to cast ye down, but livin’ out does seem a 
mean business for you, Happy.” 

Here was the other side confronting her. Happy did 
not feel strong to argue; she could not convincing!y put 
herself down when that self sided with Mrs, Packard. 

“T am not a bit healthy and strong, you know, Mra, 
Packard. I must do what I can.” 

“That’s so!” said Mr. Packard, who had hitherto been 
very silent. “ You've got to use the boards you've got, if 
you ha’n’t got them you'd oughter hev. I've done j'iner 
work enough for that: and folks has got to make the best 
o’ what they be a’ready. I wish you good luck, Happy: 
and I want you should remember that as long as she and 
me are ‘round, you can allers come here and stay here 
jest as long as you’re a mind to.” He did not wait to 
hear “lappy’s thanks, but pushed his chair aside and went 
quickly out of the door. Little Gay’s fair face rose up 
distinctly before him and choked his epeech : he had never 
forgotten her. 

“Well! he means it,” put in his wife; “an’ so do I, 
Happilony. Luman’s a heap changed since Gay died; 
and I know I'd ought to be a better woman. I must try 
for’t, that’s a fact. He det drink a mite now: and 
goes to Methodist meetin’ reg'lar.” 

“Oh, I'm so glad | exclaimed Happy. 

“ Well, I b’lieve you be. I b’lieve in your ma’s kind 
of religion and your’n too. If I can get that kind, I'm 
bound to have it.” 

“There isn’t but one kind,” said Happy, smiling. 
“ Mother's was the only right kind, Mra, Packard, I 
mean to try to be like her, too; for she tried to be like 
Christ.” 

“T expect she did, Happy. She’s ben the best friend 
me and Luman ever had. If she hadn’t ha’ lent him that 
hunderd an’ fifty dollars last spring, 1 dono where we'd 
hev ben now.” 

“What?” said Happy, surprised. 

“ Why, we owed that to Squire Jakeway over to the 
store, and we'd owed it more’n three year; and he got 
real obstopolous one day, and your ma heered him talkin’ 
smart to Luman, for he’d come here to take him to do 
about that bill; so she stepped in, when he was gone, and 
offered to help us, and let us have the money right off, 
But she wouldn’t take no note nor nothin’, but she ses: 
‘I Enow you will pay me when you get ready, Mr. Pack- 
ard, I can trust you; the money will be Happy’s before 
long, and we don’t want int’rest, we’re both int'rested 
enough in you a’ready,’ and then she kinder laughed, and 
Luman he choked right up, but he kinder sputtered out 
an’ said he’d pay it if he lived, every cent on’t, int’rest and 
all. Andso he will, Happy; he’s got twenty dollars 
a’ready in te savin’s bank, in your name, so’s’t he can’t 
never draw it out himself. Mercy on me! don’t you cry 
like thaj, child!” for Happy’s tears fell fast, ‘ 1 thought you 
knowed all about it. And, moreover, I was goin’ to say, 
if you want to keep up with that little Sunday class o’ 
yourn, why you can have ’em in our kitchen every time, 
It ll do us a heap o’ good to have ye; and maybe you'll 


| 
‘ 
a 
: 
* 


MPS ES eile RE a ea eR 











260 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 


[Vol. XX., No. 17. 








stop to tea now an’ then, and see how we're gettin’ 
along.” 

Happy thanked her with all her heart, and went off 
early to church in order to stop and tell Miss Lavinia she 
should not need to trouble her with the children, and also 
about her mother’s goodness to the Packards, 

“Jest like her!” exclaimed Aunt Vinny. “She was the 
scripturalest woman I ever see: she didn’t let her right 
hand—that’s you, Happy—know what her left hand was 
a doin’ never. And that tells what puzzled me a lot: 


Almiry told me she'd got five hundred dollars in the say- 
in’s bank, and there wan’t but three hundred an’ fifty, you 
know, when we found the book. I expect she forgot, when 
she was a talking to me, how she'd lent that to Packard. 
She never did think nothin’ o’ what she done herself, but 
everything o’ what other folks done for her. 
takes poor folks to help poor folks, arter all!” 


Well! it 


THE ATLANTA CONVENTION, 


_——p_——_ 
[ITS MEMBERSHIP AND WORK. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A, PELTZ, 


Experience is proverbially a good teacher, and those 
who arranged for the Second International Sunday-school 
Convention have learned much at her school. This was 
evident in all the preparations for this great assembly. 
The widely extended and favorable railroad excursion 
accommodations; the completeness of the delegations 
from the several states, territories, and Canadian prov- 
inces; the abundant hospitality of Atlanta; and the 
ease with which the incoming delegates were located upon 
their arrival at the Gate City,—all indicated that experi- 
enced and hard-working men were in charge of the vari- 
ous departments of management. 

In the preparation for the meetings themselves the 
same characteristics appeared. The right men were uni- 
formly in the right places. Things were, with hardly an 
exception, done at the right time and in the right man- 
ner. Some delegations were larger than the fixed quota, 
and in one case none of the extra men seemed willing to 
beset aside; but this only indicated the zeal which prevailed 
for a seat in the Convention and for the honor of member- 
ship. A needless question was raised outside about the 
admission of colored delegates; but this was merely an 
individual blunder, though greatly megnified by an over- 
zealous reporter, Neither the Convention as a body, nor 
any of its delegations or committees, nor yet the citizens of 
Atlanta, mooted any such question ; but all who came duly 
accredited as delegates received a welcome, and enjoyed 
the privileges of the occasion. 

Atlanta was decked in her best spring robes. Foliage 
and flowers abounded. The place of meeting was the 
First Baptist Church, a spacious, well-lighted, well-venti- 
lated building. The decorations, which were chiefly 
floral, were very rich. In adt@tion to what Atlanta con- 
tributed in this line, the Sunday-school ladies of Savan- 
nah and Columbus sent boxes of flowers, thus expressing 
their interest and contributing their offerings to brighten 
the scene. Over the pulpit were the words, ‘ Oar Suffi- 
ciency is of God.” At the other end of the house was the 
motto, “ Oar Text, the Scriptures; our Trophy, the Sou), 
The bazaar in the basement of the edifice was well stocked 
with all Sunday-school requisites; and the Oriental 
museum, in charge of Mr, A. O, Van Lennep, was an 
object of much interest. 

FIRST DAY, 


Wednesday, April 17, was a bright and invigorating day. 
At ten o’clock the chairman of the Executive Committee, 
Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., called the Convention to order, 
and nominated the Rev. George A. Peltz, president of the 
last International Sunday-school Convention, as tempo- 
rary chairman. The bymn “Coronation” was sung, 
Psalm 133 was read, prayer was offered, “ Blest be the 
tie” was sung, and then the chairman called upon His 
Honor, Mayor Angier, of Atlanta. After a few words of 
greeting, the Mayor called upon His Excellency, Governor 
A. H. Colquitt, of Georgia, who, in an address which was 
worthy of bim as a statesman and a Christian, bade the 
Convention a hearty welcome to the state of Georgia, the 
city of Atlanta, and the homes of the sunny South. Re- 
sponses were made by the Rev, Dr. John Potts, of Ontario, 
and by General Clinton B. Fisk, of New York. Each of 
these three addresses was, inits way, a model. They were 
brief, to the point, and filled with fraternity and good sense. 
After singing a hymn, written for this service by the Rev. 
Dr. Gwin, pastor of the entertaining church, the Comven- 
tion proceeded at once to business. Reports of the Execu- 
tive Committee, the Treasurer, the several states, and of 
the International Lesson Committee, were all received and 
disposed of during the first day, as provided by the pro- 





gramme, Governor Colquitt was, with entire unanimity, 
and amid hearty applause, called to the chair as perma- 
nent president, Anarmy of vice-presidents was enrolled, 
and an efficient corps of secretaries, With the latter Mr. 
I, Newton Baker co-operated as official reporter of the Con- 
vention. Brief statements were presented from foriy-four 
states, territories, and provinces. 

The International Lesson Committee made ita final 
report, through its secretary, the Rev. Dr. Warren Ran- 
do!ph, at the evening session of the first day. Addresses 
upon this work followed, from the Rev. Drs. John Hall and 
John H.Vincent. Resolutions expressive of thanks to the 
committee, of confidence in the International Lesson sys- 
tem, and of gratitude to God for its wonderful success, 
were adopted, and the first day’s work closed. An over- 
flow meeting was held, during the evening, in a neighbor- 
ing church, where Dr, Randolph again read his report, 
and Dr. Hall again spoke, together with the Rev. Dr, J. 
Monro Gibson, of Illinois. 

SECOND DAY. 


This was the day of immense audiences. All the dele- 
gations had arrived, and none had as yet departed. The 
Committee on Hospitality had assigned homes to over 
five hundred persons, and over four hundred and fifty 
delegates were officially enrolled in the Convention. Thirty- 
seven states, territories, and provinces were represented 
upon the floor, and communications from almost every 
other part of the field were received. Delegations were 
assigned places in the Convention upon an alphabetic 
arrangement modified only by the demands of large or 
small numbers. The final result of this was in some 
respects quite interesting. For example, South Carolina 
was backed by Vermont. The Old Dominion was at the 
front, while Massachusetts was wedged between Maryland 
and Mississippi. Kentucky and Kansas were side by 
side, Tennessee was between Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, 
and Georgia courteously fell to the rear. 

Among the workers present were some of the fathers, 
such as Paxson, Chidlaw, Voorhees, and the venerable 
Dr. Plumer. Of the younger men were Vincent, Trum- 
bull, Peltz, Dulles, Coffin, the Boykins, Paxson, Jr., Stout, 
Parsons, Worden, Burnham, Brigham, Rsy, Leverin ; 
Hazard, Randolph, Gillett, Cupples, and a host more. 

Great interest centered in the matter of appointing a 
new lesson committee. It was thought that some radical 
changes in the general plan of work might be sought. 
After hearing the subject discussed, however, chiefly by 
those who had constituted the former lesson committee, 
the Convention deliberately, without debate, and by a 
solid vote, provided for the nomination of a new lesson 
committee, which should prepare a courze of lessons for 
another term of seven years. This unanimous action was 
but the exponent of what had already appeared, in many 
ways, as the settled conviction of the Convention. Of the 
former lesson committee, the Rev. Drs. Vincent, New- 
ton, Randolph, and Hall remain, with Messrs. Gillett and 
Jacobs. The Rev. Drs. John A. Broadus, of Kentucky; 
W. G. E. Connyngham, of Tennessee; B. M. Palmer, of 
Louisiana; Austin Phelps, of Massachusetts; Henry 
L. Baugher, of Pennsylvania; D. H. McVicar, of Quebec; 
and John Potts, of Oatario,—constitute the remaining 
members of the committee. The choice thus made 
was unanimously confirmed. 

One pleasant feature of this day’s work was the unmis- 
takable evidence that the Sunday-school army of America 
is a unit, Men who have opposed the International Les- 
son plan, and who have hitherto held aloof from the con- 
ventions, came out frankly avowing their changed senti- 
ments, and their purpose to work hereafter in this harness. 
From Southern workers there was but one testimony, 
which was to the effect that the Convention had done them 
good. This sentiment took practical form in a meeting of 
the Southern delegates, at which steps were taken toward 
early organization for Sunday-school work in all their 
statea. Unquestionably, this day’s work did much to 
solidify the Sunday-school army, and to advance the Sun- 
day-school work of the land. 

Two overflow meetings were held in the evening, one of 
them with the colored brethren in a church of their own, 
After these closed, a reception, tendered the guests by 
His Excellency the Governor, at the Executive Mansion, 
was largely attended and highly enjoyed. 


LAST DAY. 


The last day was the great day of this feast. The 
attendance was remarkably well sustained, especially by 
citizens of Atlanta who hitherto had found comparatively 
little room. At the closing service of the day, not only 
all the seats, but all the standing-places were filled. The 
programme was followed to its end, but many extra 
addresses and much incidental business were injected into 
ita crevices. Those on the floor, however, panted for 





more opportunity to speak, and a resolution was passed 
requesting that in the arrangements for the next Inter- 
national Convention more provision be made for open 
discussion. Surveying the addresses of this gathering, 
whether those prearranged which came from men of eleven 
different denominations, or those of other sort, it must be 
admitted that they indicated a high degree of preparation, 
and that those who spoke were really advanced men in 
Sunday-school matters, 

In selecting a new Executive Committee, it was strongly 
desired that Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., who so effectively 
planned this meeting, be continued in the chairmanship. 
This honor Mr. Searies declined, however; and Mr. Frank- 
lin Allen, of New York, was chosen as his successor. 
Very wisely, the number of this committee was somewhat 
reduced. In addition to the chairman, the following 
gentlemen now compose it: Joseph B. Phipps, of Mary- 
land; D, W. Ingersoll, of Minnesota ; Richard M. Scroggs, 
of Missouri; Robert Cowden, of Ohio; the Rev. William 
Harris, of New Jersey; the Rev. George A. Peltz, of 
New York; John W. Ray, of Indiana; the Rev. Samuel 
B. Barnitz, of West Virginia; the Rev. M. B. DeWitt, of 
Tennessee; W. R. Burnham, of Connecticut; the Rev. 
T. C, Boykin, of Georgia; J. R. Welch, D D., of Arkaneas; 
George C, Thomas, of Pennsylvania; the Rev. William 
Millard, of Ontario; David Morrill, of Quebec; W. B. 
MacNutt, of the Maritime Provinces; C. B. Stout, of 
New Jersey ; L. H. Biglow, of New York, Treasurer; and 
E. Payson Porter, of LIllinois, Statistical Secretary. 
Documents concerning a proper observance of the Raikes 
Centenary now at hand, were referred to this new com- 
mittee. 

With the latest corrections applied the report of the 
Statistical Secretary presents the Sunday-chool army of 
the United States and Canada thus: 

Total of schools 
Teachers and officers............____--.. 
Scholars 


894 793 
6 843 997 
7,738,790 

Of the aboye, the United States have,— 

Schools 77,793 
Teachers and officers_________- Suh Binot. 853 100 
RE CTS ae Ce RCE Sel NERD ee 6,504,054 
Total of teachers and scholars____________ 7,357,154 

Great tenderness prevailed in the last service of the 
Convention. It was, by common consent, designated a 
“love feast.” It was delightful to see men from all sections 
of the land joining hands and hearts, and rejoicing 
together in their common toil. It is doubtful whether 
apy national or international meeting has ever done so 
much to promote and illustrate Christian unity, as was 
done by this session at Atlanta. Governor Colquitt’s 
closing address was a marvel of simplicity, tenderness, 
and Christian love. While the state-house clock struck 
the hour of eleven, the immense audience of the Conven- 
tion sat or stood almost breathless under the Governor's 
eloquent words. He closed his address by a new dedica- 
tion of himself to Sunday-school work, and by calling 
forth a rededication of all the workersthere. Dr. Vincent 
then led in prayer, Dr. Plumer pronounced the bene- 
diction, and at 1115 P.M., the Second International 
Sunday-school Convention adjourned. 

Toronto sent a hearty invitation to the Convention 
that its next gathering be held there. The request was so 
cordial, and was in so complete a form, that it captivated 
the Convention, and Toronto, Ontario, was decided upon 
as the meeting-place of the Third International Con- 
vention. 





LESSON COMMITTER’S REPORT.* 


The work assigned to the Bible Lesson committee by the 
Sunday-school Convention at Indianapolis, on the 19th 
April, 1872, having now been completed, the. com- 
mittee begs leave to submit to this Convention in Atlanta 
a final report. 

By the terms of our appointment, we were directed to 
“ select a course of Bible lessons for a series of years not 
exceeding seven, which shall, as far as may be possible, 
embrace a general study of the whole Bible, alternating 
between the Old and New Testaments semi-annually or 
quarterly,” as the Committee might deem best. 

At our first meeting for work the committee fixed upon 
a plan for future action. With the selections for the first 
year this plan was published, with a request that such 
suggestions should be sent to us as would be of practical 
value in continuing the course for the following six years. 
The convention at Baltimore, in 1875, to which we made 
a report of progress, gave to our plan and to our work, as 
far as it had then proceeded, a generous approval. If we 


*As read by the Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph, on Wednesday evening; 
April 17, 1878, before the Atlanta Convention. 
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had any misgivings about the course on which we had 
entered, the hearty endorsement by our constituents, at 
that convention, gave us assurance. It has seemed like a 
royal highway in which we have ever since been treading. 

Suggestions and criticisms from various quarters, and 
at various times, havereached us. Tothese we have always 
given the most respectful attention, and where it has been 
possible, without a serious infringement upon our general 
plan, we have conformed to the reasonable wishes of our 
fellow-workers, 

It is, perhaps, proper that we should refer to some of 
the objections which have been urged against the method 
we have pursued. There are four objections demanding 
especial attention : 

1. The first is that the lessons are “fragmentary” and 
“gcerappy.” It has been alleged that their effect must be 
to give only “the most superficial views of the word of 
God.” Odur first answer to this has been that the con- 
vention which appointed us is responsible. We did not 
find it possible to indicate a more consecutive study of 
the whole Bible in the seven years to which we were lim- 
ited. To the extent of our ability we have done as we 
were directed. 

Oar second answer has been that we doubt whether this 
course of study has tended to give only a superficial view 
of the Scriptures. Though the lessons have been “ frag- 
mentary,” we know that many have used them to study 
the Scriptures consecutively. We feel assured that within 
the last five years many persons have, by means of these 
lessons, gained a knowledge of the word of God of which 
they did not before have a conception. 

In regard to, perhaps, the larger portion of our scholars, 
we have asked, who will devise a scheme of Bible lessons 
which will give them any more than a superficial knowl- 
edge? Did any of the old systems do it? And is not 
even a superficial knowledge of some things better than 
no knowledge at all? We have had, for example, but a 
single lesson from the book of Amos. That, of itself, gave 
but a meagre view of the character of Amos, of his position, 
or his work. But is not that view better than to leave 
him out of sight entirely? Under the old methods how 
many of our average scholars could have told whether 
Amos was a prophet ora king? Surely it is worth some- 
thing to know his time, his place, and his mission. 


The whole argument against “fragmentary” lessons 
seemed to us to hold with still greater force against “frag- 
mentary” and “scrappy” preaching, because that preach- 
ing is generally confined to the discussion of a single 
verse, while our Bible lessons have included from five to 
filteen. And where the method has been pursued which 
has always been insisted on, namely, studying the connec- 
tion also, it has secured the advantages of consecutive 
study. Moreover, this lesson system has greatly modified 
our preaching. It has led many of the foremost preachers 
of the land to devote their evening lectures, or a part of 
their Sabbath services, to an exposition of the Bible les- 
sons, And soit is probably safe to say there has been 
more expository preaching in this country during the last 
five years than all the former years combined since the 
Pilgrims moored the Mayflower off Plymouth Rock, or 
the Virginia colony ran up the red cross of St. George at 
Jamestown. 

2. Another objection urged is that the selected lessons 
leave no room for teaching the “ doctrines of the denomina- 
tions.” To this we have answered: A course of lessons 
which covers the whole Bible must include the essential 
doctrines of most denominations. We have aimed not to 
omit any vital truth from Genesis to Revelation. No one 
has pointed out to us any such omission. We have gone 
over the ground from which most of the denominations 
draw their peculiarities; and if their teachers have not 
found their systems of belief, it must be because those 
systems came from some other text-book. We were 
appointed to select lessons from the Bible, and have been 
content with asking our Sunday-schools to study that. 
Still, we have had no thought of making war upon formu- 
lated articles of faith. We have never seen any trouble 
in supplementing our Bible lessons with catechetical 
instructions, or with teaching anything which any church 
regards essential. 

3. It has been very warmly urged that our lessons do 
not give sufficient prominence to “reforms” and “ mis- 
sions.” Just as in the case with “denominational doc- 
trines,” so with “reforms” and “ missions ;” if they come 
Within our purview at all, it must be because the Bible 
treats of them. In going through~the Bible, therefore, 
we must somewhere embrace them. We have selected 
some lessons relating almost exclusively to these subjects, 
but in our judgment they are clearly deducible from many 
lessons where they are not specifically named. Just as 
the weight of a minister’s influence may be thrown, now 





in the scale of temperance, or other moral reform, and 
now in the scale of Christian missions, though he seldom 
preaches exclusively on either of these subjects, so the 
influence of the Bible teacher may be. 

We are aware, however, that many persons have so 
deep an interest in these subjects that they wish to speak 
of them to their classes more frequently and more directly 
than our general plan will allow. We have, therefore, 
made special provisions for such in leaving to their option 
whether the last Sunday in each quarter should be given 
to a review, or to a lesson selected by the school. Hav- 
ing learned that some of our schools have set apart this 
thirteenth Sunday for a “Temperance Day,” we give to 
them our warm approval. We are, however, firm in our 
conviction that a thorough review is one of the most 
important exercises of the Sunday-school as of the day- 
school; and we hope to see the time when it shall every- 
where receive the attention it deserves. 


4. Many times the objection has been urged against our 
lessons that they are not arranged with reference to the 
“church year.” To this we have replied: They could not 
be so arranged without an entire recasting of our plan. 
Our studies have been in the order observed in the books 
of the sacred record. We have deemed it best to adhere 
to this order, without reference to any special appoint- 
ments for the year, either secular or sacred, When it is 
remembered that a very large number of those whom we 
represent are not accustomed to this observance of days, 
it has seemed to us that our friends who are, for the 
sake of unity and Christian brotherhood, will not insist 
that weshall all havea lesson on “The Advent” for Christ- 
mas, and one on “The Resurrection” for Easter. One of 
our own number is a strict observer of these days, and 
he assures us he finds no difficulty in his own school with 
the lessons as we have arranged them, though of course 
he gives special attention to the festivals of his church. 

We do not see that there is any incongruity in con- 
sidering any Bible lesson at any time, not even a lesson 
on the crucifixion at Christmas. We find that a part of 
the appointed church services for those who specially 
observe that festival, is the celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per—that is, a commemoration of our Lord’s death on 
the day set apart for honoring his birth. 

These days devoted to special services are not so numer- 
ous that they need interfere with our harmonious work 
and study. Where it is felt to be necessary, the uniform 
lesson may be omitted at Christmas and Easter, and 
lessons on the advent and resurrection may be substituted. 
Thus every conscientious conviction of duty may be 
obeyed, and will be respected, and we will stand in 
unbroken columns studying the truth, and maintaining, 
despite all our differences, the goodly fellowship of thesaints. 

Since the meeting of the Baltimore Convention, our 
work of united Bible study has gained many new friends, 
and has bound in tight bonds, if possible, the older. Two 
large denominational publishing houses which then stood 
aloof from us, one of which could then see “dozens of 
reasons for doing so,” are now with hearty accord stand- 
ing with us. The tidal wave of popular sympathy, which 
was at that time so high, has risen higher and spread 
wider. In Sunday-school work, at least, we may now say 
there is no north, no south, noeast, no west, but through- 
out this broad land one blessed fraternity. As one flag is 
over us, 80 one Bible binds us, As we go threading our 
way through the kings and prophets, or bending over 
Gospel or Epistle, the shout goes up from these bright 
savannas of the South, and is echoed back from the 
oleakest hills of New England, “We have found the 
Messiah!” Blown from the pineries of the upper lakes 
and from beyond the Rocky Mountains we hear a song 
mingling with that which comes up from along this Atlantic 
coast, saying, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men!” There in the study of 
this open Bible, which reveals to us a common Saviour, 
and God, the Father of us all, we are to find for ourselves, 
for our country, and for all mankind, the principles for a 
true and lasting reconstruction. 


We still have the most hearty co-operation with our 
brethren in Great Britain. The executive officers of the 
London Sunday School Union have often surrendered 
their preferences to ours. For the present year and the 
next their lessons and ours are identical. In their latest 
correspondence they express the most earnest desire for 
continued co-operation, and they are, we fondly hope, for 
the time when one series of Bible lessons shall be studied 
by all English-speaking people. 

Bible lessons are not extensively studied anywhere on 
the European continent, but there are points at which our 


‘selections are used in two-thirds of the European king- 


doms, 
They have been carried also by American missionaries 





to the farther east—to Syria and India, to Burmah and 
China. The islands of the South Seas, and of the Western 
Ocean have likewise joined us in our studies, and the day 
seems nearing when, “ from the rising of the sun unto the 
going down of the same,” the Lord’s name will be praised. 
And as an earnest of what is yet to be, and as a prelude 
to this Convention, we have just been studying about 
“the Book of the Law,” “Found and Searched,” by 
Josiah and the people ; and all round the globe on Sunday 
last our schools were chanting that text so truly 
“golden,” “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me.” 

Our committee has held, in all, eleven meetings, two in 
Indianapolis, three in New York, one at Niagara Falls, 
one in Philadelphia, one in New London, Conn., one in 
Baltimore, one in Chicago, and one in Atlanta, Three of 
these meetings—the first and last, and the one held in 
connection with the Baltimore Convention—were informal. 
The other eight for solid work. They have usually occu- 
pied the principal part of two days, besides the time 
required for traveling. In every instance some of the 
committee have come with lesson selections made in 
private study. These selections have been consulted, 
while the committee has made a new study together ; and 
the final result has been given to you, has been reached 
after united prayer, and in many cases after long delibera- 
tion, 


The Convention at Indianapolis voted $500—which we 
all thought a generous sum—for the expenses of the 
committee, In reality, however, this sum fell far short of 
what the work has actually cost. The amount, in round 
numbers, is not less than $3,000. It has all been paid, 
and we do not ask this convention to reimburse any part 
of it. The expenses of several members of the committee 
have ranged from $250 to $300 each, the whole of which 
they themselves have paid. The money we have thu® 
given, together with our work, is our cheerful contri- 
bution to the cause. 


Only a few small bills for printing have been paid by the 
treasurer of the Convention. The $500 voted at Indian- 
apolis never came into his hands ; and for the last three 
years we have not asked him to pay anything whatever, 
not even for our printing, 

Only two changes have been made in the committee 
since its appointment in 1872. Mr. George H. Stuart, on 
account of ill-health and pressing duties, resigned his 
place soon after his appointment, and Mr. J, Bennet Tyler 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 

On Sunday morning, April 30, 1876, the Hon. Henry 
P. Haven, of Connecticut, suddenly departed this life, 
greatly respected and lamented by all who knew him, and 
especially by the members of this committee. At the 
following meeting a warm tribute to his memory, written 
by his personal friend, the Rev. Dr. Chapin, was placed 
upon our minutes, 

Mr. Haven was an early advocate of the uniform lesson 
system, and was one of the most laborious members of 
this committee. The last meeting which he attended with 
us was in New London, the city of his own residence, 
where we entertained the entire committee as his guests, 
and where, at the close of our session, we sang, “ May 
the grace of Christ our Saviour.” 

At the time of our next regular meeting, held in 
Chicago, Mr. Haven was in London. From there he sent 
to us his greetings by telegraph and cable. Before we met 
again, he was in heaven. 

The vacancy caused by his death was filled by the 
appointment of the Hon. Franklin Fairbanks, of Vermont, 

Before surrendering our trust, we desire to thank you, 
not only for the confidence you have reposed in us, but 
for the enjoyment we have had in the work we have done, 
We expect no higher enjoyment here on earth. Our fellow- 
ship with each other has been delightful. Mr. Haven 
once wrote the secretary: ‘Give my love to the holy 
brethren.” One of our number, who has received some of 
the highest honors of his denomination, and who cannot 
be at this convention, writes concerning what he terms 
our “delightful associations and profitable meetings,” 
ahd adds, “ I count the hours thus spent among the best 
of my life.” Another, who is to-night absent, referring to 
our now completed task,adds: “Perhaps in the New 
Jerusalem we shall all at some time meet to talk over the 
pleasant work for our Lord we were permitted to do when 
on earth.” If that be so, it will indeed be refreshing ; but 
sweeter still will it be to see our divine Lord’s approving 
smile, and to hear from his lips the welcome words, 
“ Well done, good and faithful servant !” 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Joan H, Vincent, Chairman, 
Warren Ranpowrn, Secretary, 


Atlanta, Ga., April 17, 1878, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 


[Second Quarter, 1878.) 


. April 24.—The Rechabites 
May 5.—The Captivity of Judah 
. May 12.—The Captives in Babylon 
. May 19.—Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
May %.—The Fiery Furnace 
June 2.~The Handwriting on the Wall 
June 9.—Daniel in the Lion's Den 
. June 16.—Messiah’s Kingdom 
June 23.—The Decree of Cyrus. 
June 30.—Review. 


Jer. 35: 12-19 
Jer, 62: 111 
Dan.1: 8-17 








2 Chron. 36: 22,23 








LESSON 6, SUNDAY, MAY 12, 1878. 
Title: THE CAPTIVES IN BABYLON. 


GOLDEN TEXT: A Goop UNDERSTANDING HAVE ALL THEY THAT DO 
RIS CuMMANDMEN (8,—J’sa, 111; 10, 


Lesson Topic: The Path of the Pure. 


1, A Holy Purpose, v. 8. 
Outline : { 2. A Practical Test, v. 9-14. 
3. A Complete Triumph, v. 15-17, 


TLOME READINGS. 


Monday, Moy 6: Dan:1:817, The path of the pure. 
Tuesday, May 7: Dan.1:1-7. Captives in Babylon. 
Wednesdoy, May 8: Isa. 39: 1-8. Captivity foretold. 
Thursday, May 9: Gen. 89: 1-6. Favor from the Lord. 
Friday, May 10; 1 Kings 3: 5-15. The gift of wisdom. 
Saturday, May 11: James 1:1-17. The source of wisdom. 
Sunday, May 12; Prov. 4: 18-27. Unto the perfect day, 


LESSON TEXT. 
{Dan. 1: 8-17.] 

8. But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

9. Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love 
with the prince of the eunuchs. 

10. And the prince of the eanuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my 
lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: 
for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children 
which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my 
head to the king. 

11. Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs 
had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

12, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them 
give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. 

13, Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and 
the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the 
king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. 

14. So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them 
ten days, 

15. And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the 
portion of the king’s meat. 

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the 
wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse, 

17. As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and 
skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding 
in all visions and dreams. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Dan. 1: 8. Purposed in his heart. Aad Ruth said, 
Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest 
I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lord do so to me, and more alsg, if aught but death part me 
and thee, Ruth 1: 16, 17.——And, behold, I purpose to build a 
house unto the name of the Lord my God. 1 Kings 5: 5.——lI 
have sworn, and I will perform tt, that I will keep thy righteous 
judgments. Psa, 119: 106,———Depart from me, ye evil-doers: for 
I will keep the commandments of my God. Psa. 119: 115—— 
Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and 
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord. Aets 11: 23.——Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give. 2Cor. 9: 7. 

Defile himself. Make a difference between the unclean 
and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the 
beast that may not be eaten. Lev. 11: 47. And he shal! say, 
Where are their gods, their rock in whom they trusted, which did 
eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drink the wine of their drink 
offerings? Deut, 32: 37,38.——They joined themselves also unto 
Baal-peor, and ate the sacrifices of thedead. Psa. 106: 28-—— 
Let me not eat of their dainties. Psa. 141: 4. And Peter said, 
Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or 
unc'ean, Acts 10: 14 Bat if thy brother be grieved with thy 
meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with 
thy meat, for whom Christ died. Rom, 14: 15.——If any man see 
thee which bast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall 
not the eonscienes of him which is weak be emboldened to eat 





those things which are offered to idols? 1 Cor. 8: 10——Bat I 
say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fel- 
lowship with devils, 1 Cor. 10: 20. 

Vv. 9. Into favour. Thy name shall be called no more 
Jacob, bat Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and 
with men, and hast prevailed. Gen. 32: 28. Bat the Lord was 
with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favour in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison. Gen. 39: 21——Give them 
compassion before them who carried them captive, that they may 
have compassion onthem. 1 Kings 8: 50 He made them also 
to be pitied of all those that carried them captives. Psa. 106: 
46.——W hen a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him, Prov. 16: 7. And the 
patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God 
was with him, and delivered him ont of all his afflictions, and 
gave him favour and wisdom in the s‘ght of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 
Acts 7: 9, 10. 

v.10. I fear my lord the king.——The fear of man 
bringeth a snare. Prov. 29. 25 Nevertheless among the chief 
rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees 
they did not confess him, lest they should be put ont of the syna- 
gogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
God. John 12: 42, 43. 

Faces worse liking.——Moreover, when ye fast, be not, as 
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily, I say unto 
you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, 
anoint thine head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy 


Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. Matt. 6: 
16, 18. 


Vv. 12, Give us pulse to eat. And God said, Behold, 
I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed: to you itshall be for meat. Gen. 1: 29-——And he 
humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with 
manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord doth man live. Deut. 8 3.——A little that arighteous man 
hath is better than the riches of many wicked. Psa. 37: 16,——The 
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich. Prov. 10: 22. But he 
answered and said, It is written, man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
Matt. 4: 4. 

v.17. God gave them knowledge.——Lo, | have given 
thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. 1 Kings 3; 12. For they saw that the wisdom of God was 
in him to dojudgment. 1 Kings 3: 28.——But there is a spirit in 
man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing. Job 32: 8.——Thou through thy commandments hast 
made me wiser than mine enemies. Psa, 119: 98.——For the 
Lord giveth wisdom : out of his mouth eometh knowledge and 
understanding. Prov. 2: 6——For I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay 
nor resist. Luke 21: 15. Ifany of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. James 1: 5. 

In all visions and dreams.——And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst under- 
stand a dream to interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharzoh, 
saying, Jt is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace. Gen. 41: 15, 16 And he said, Hear now my words: 
If there be a prophet among you, J the Lord will make myself 
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a 
dream. Numb. 12: 6——Bnt the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal. 1 Cor. 12: 7. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Daniel and his companions were taken captive in the 
reign of Jehoiakim, 3B. o. 606, See 2 Kings 24:1, and 2 
Chron. 36:6, 7. The persons then seized and carried to 
Babylon were probably not numerous, but they were of the 
better sort, including “the king's seed,” and other princes 
(Dan. 1: 1-3). It is not unlikely that this company was 
held as hostages for the faithful performance, by Jehoiachin, 
of his obligations to the king of Babylon. 

Babylon at this time was in the zenith of its power, ruling 
all of Western Asia, and extending its authority to the 
river of Egypt. The city of Babylon was built in an 
extended plain, and upon both sides of the river Euphrates 
Its vastness and magnificence have ever placed it among 
the wonders of the world. Ina direct line it Jay about five 
hundred miles east of Jerusalem. The intervening distance, 
with the exception of the extremes bordering the Jordan on 
the west, and the Euphrates on the east, is occupied by the 
great Arabian desert. To avoid this dreary waste, the 
passage between the cities was sometimes made by journey- 
ing northward and then southward, so as to keep near the 
better watered and more fertile parts. 

To have his court attendants selected from all the nations 
he had conquered, was not an unnatural desire on the part 
of Nebuchadnezzar; nor wassuch a course uncommon. The 








arrangements made for educatirg the selected youths were 
commensurate with the end proposed, and in all respects 
were creditable to the king (v.35). The change of names 
recorded in v. 6, 7, was a usual proceeding. Their Hebrew 
names were all compounded with the names of their God. 
This would be offensive in a heathen court, and to the 
Hebrews themselves it would be a constant reminder of 
their old allegiance. The new names were expressive of 
honor and service to the gods of Babylon, and therefore 
were cuitable to the new positions of these men. The events 
described in the lesson grew out of the kirg's purpose to 
nourish and educate the chosen Hebrew youths. 

The age of Daniel when he was carried to Babylon is not 
clearly determinable. It has by scms been placed as low 
as twelve or fifteen years; others have mads it sixteen or 
seventeen years. He lived to see the seventy years of 
captiviey ended, and his reputed tomb is still shown at 
Susa, the Shushan of the Scriptures, which is located in the 
ancient province of Susiana, and about two hundred miles 
south-east of Babylon. 

The book of Daniel is written in two langusges. To the 
beginning of the quotation in chap. 2:4, the Hebrew is 
used. From this point to the end of chap. 7, the language 
is Syriac, or Aramaic. From chap. 8:1, to the end of the 
book, the Hebrew is again used. Chapters 1-6 are chiefly 
historic, while chapters 7-12 are entirely apocalyptic. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY 0. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(8), And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king's food, nor with the 
wine that he drank, and he requested of the prince of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. (9.) And God 
had brought Daniel into favor and love with the prince of 
the eunuchs. (10) And the prince of the eunuchs said to 
Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your 
food and your drink ; for why should he see your faces worse 
looking than the youths your companions, and ye thus 
endanger my head to the king? (11.) And Daniel said to 
the steward whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, (12) Try thy 
servants, I pray, ten days, and let vegetables be given us to 
eat, and water to drink, (13) And let our faces be looked 
at in thy presence, and the faces of the youths that eat the 
portion of the king’s food, and as thou seest, deal with thy ser- 
vants. (14 ) And he consented to them in this matter, and tried 
them ten days. (15.) And at the end of ten days their faces 
appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate 
the portion of the king's food. (16.) And the steward took 
away their portion of food, andthe wine for their drinking, 
and gave them vegetables. (17.) And as for these four youths, 
God gave them knowledge and rkill in all learning and 
wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and 


dreams. 
NOTES, 


Verse 8.—The preceding part of the chapter (verses 1-7) 
tells how King Nebuchadnezzar, when Jerusalem submitted 
to him in the year B.C. 604 or 605, ordered that certain 
Jewish youths of royal blood, selected for their bodily and 
mental excellence, should be carried to Babylon, introduced 
into the king’s household, fed from his table, and instructed 
in the language and literature of the Chaldeans. It was 
a custcm in ancient times to take young men of noble family 
from a conquered nation and train them in the manners of 
the conquerors, that they might serve both as hostages and 
as- mediators, to reconcile their people to their yoke. Of the 
Jewish youths now carried away, four are selected, and 
certain incidents in their career given in order to convey 
important religious lessons. On the change in their names 
(verse 7), see note in the preceding lesegon on Jer. 52:1. The 
original names are Hebrew: Daniel,—‘God is my judge;” 
Hananiah,—“ Jehovah is gracious;” Mishael,—who is 
equal to God?” Azariah,—‘ Jehovah helps.” The new names 
are Babylonian: Abed-nego,— “servant of Nabu” (the 
dsity Nebo); the significations of the others are uncertain. 
The name “ Daniel” occurs of a son of David (1 Chron. 3: 1, 
called Chileab in 2Sam. 3:3), of a descendant of Ithamar 
(Ezra 8:2; Neh. 10:6), and is mentioned also in Ezek. 
14: 14, 20; 28:3. The first incident mentioned, and the 
subject of to-day's lesson, is Daniel’s purpose (shared by his 
three companions) not to eat the food or drink the wine 
furnished by the king.— The portion of the king's food. This 
is the most probable translation of the Persian word here 
used, which does not, in itself, say anything of the nature 
of the food — Would not defile himself. He feared defilement 
from the luxurious diet provided by the king, whoee dainties 
and wine he thought would corrupt the body and diminieh 
the vigor of the mind- His cbj-ction to the royal fare does 
not seem to be based on the Levitical law of clean and 
unclean beasts; for he desires to refrain from all meat and 
eat only vegetables; and he also abjures wine, which was 
permitted by the Jewish law (compare Neh. 2: 1; 5: 11,18; 
Dan. 10: 3), Nor is there any hint that eating the king's 
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food was connected with idolatrous observances, and that 
this was the reason of Daniel’s repugnancs to it. The mean- 
ing seems to be simply that he feared the eff-ct of stimu- 
lating food and drink, and chose a simple diet as more 
favorable to health of body, mind, and soul. The prince of 


the eunuchs, called “chief (or master) of the eunuchs” in | 


verse 3, was the royal chamberlain and master of the king's 
household (the ssme officer is called by his Assyrian name, 
Rabearis, in 2 Kings 18:17). He was not necessarily 


himeelf a eunuch, nor were all the men who were under his 


care necestarily of that class. 

Verse 9—In respect to the favor and love that Daniel's 
official superior felt for him, it is said that God had brought 
it abeut; God had bestowed on the young man those pleas- 


ing qualities that won him the regard of the royal officer. | 
So Joseph is represented as gaining the confidence and | 


affection of his master and his jailer(Gen 39: 4, 21). Here, 


as elsewhere in the Scripture, all good giits of body, mind, | 


and soul are ascribed directly to the divine favor. Daniel's 
good standing with Ashpenaz (verse 3) is mentioned here to 
explain the kind way in which his proposition was met. 
Veree 10.—The objection to granting the youth's request 
was obvious. The king was anxious that these young Jews 


should be trained uader the most favorable circumstances, | 
and he had prescribed for them a generous diet: the king | 


hath oppointed your food and your drink; if they 
abandoned this, their faces would show it, they would be 
worse looking (meagre, uncheerful, unpleasing) than their 
friends; and the rerult would be that the officer in charge 
would be called to account, and have to atone for his dis- 


obedience with bis life: and ye thusendanger my head to the | 


king * or “ cause me to risk my head,”—" why will ye (thou 
and thy three friends) ask of me an act of disobedience that 
would in all probability be fatal tome?” The despotic 
kings of Babylon were swift and crusl in executing 
judgment on offsnders ; it needed only a word to deprive a 
high cflicer ot his head, even for a trivial offense. 


Verse 11.—With ail his kind feeling toward Daniel, | 


the Rabsaris, or chamberlain, cou!d not get his consent to 
venture on so perilous an act of discbsdience to the royal 
commands; and the voung man therefore addresses himself 
to the subordinate ¢ ficer who had the immediate charge of 
the four Jewish princes. He is called “Melzar” in the 
English autho~ized versicn; but the word is probably the 
designation of an < flice, and not a proper name. Its mean- 
ing i3 not certain, bat most hkely it signifies steward (as in 
the margin of the Hoglish version) or “treasurer.” While 
the chamber/a:n had the general control of the royal house- 
hold, the special duty of providing food for the young men 
Was assigned to the steward, who, in this matter, could act, 
if he chose, without the knowledge, and contrary to the 
wishes, of his superior officer. It may be inferred from the 
narrative that D wniel was no Jessa favorite with the steward 
than with the chamberlain. On the meaning of the names 
of the four friends, see note on verse 8. 

Verses 12 13.—The proposition. Let vegetables be g ven 
us to eat, and w ter fo drink. See note on verse 8. Tae 
objec: of Daniel and his friends was not to avoid idolatry or 
Levitical uncleanness, but to get simple food instead of the 
luxurious diet of the royal household. At the same time it 
does not appear that they wished to practice monkish asrcati- 
cism; what they had in mind was real temperance,—a tem- 
perate, proper use of food and drink, and all things that God 
gives man to enjoy. See below, at the end of note on verse 17. 
The “ defilement” of which they speak was the worsening 
and marring of body, mind, and soul, by undus bodily 
enjoyment, or, rather, by a too great ministering to bodily 
appetite. 
literally “seeds,” buat probably includes all the common 
vegetable food of the time; the word “ pulse,” used in the 
common English version, is similar in meaning, but is 
restric'ed to # particular class of vegetables. Daniel's 
request amounted to this: ‘‘ Let us have the ordinary plain 
food of the people.” In Babylon this was gourds, melons, 
cucumbers, and dates. The time proposed for the experi- 
ment, fen doys, was a convenient period, lorg enovgh to test 
the effsct of the new diet, and short enough to save the 
steward from unpleasant consequences. “ Ten" was a round 
number (as we sey “a week or ten days”), and probably 
has no other s'guificance here. At the end of this term the 
four youths were to be compared with their companions in 
respect of bodily appearance (verse 13) 
Other youths that eat of the portion of the king's food were 
Jews or not is not said. Probably they were of the numb+r 
of tho-e carried sway (verses 3,4), and it is intended to 
intimate that, though they were all epecially gifted by 


nature in body and miad, only the four temperate men | 


attained to distinction ; and the others, accepting the food 
and manners of the palace, became merely learned men, did 


The word here rendered “ vegetables” means | 


Whether there | 


was with ths knowledzs and conseat of his superior, the 
chamberlain, wo have n> means of determining. The most 
likely explanation is that, moved by the earnestness and 
anxiety of Dsniel and his friends, and actuated by a kindly 
feeling towards them, he dstermined to ran the risk, and 
try the «xoeriment, reflecting that ten days could not make 
a great d fference, and that, having the whole matter in bis 
own hands, he could easily repair any damage that might 
be done. 


Verses 15, 16.—The reeult of the experiment. At the end 
|of the appointed term their fices appeared fairer (that is, 
better looking) and futter in flesh than those of their com- 
panions. It is intended by the narrative to ascribe this 
result not to direct supernatural ixfiuence, but to the food 
used, or to the general temperate life of the four young 
men, Thesteward, struck by the success cf the experiment, 
|and convinced that they would not appear worse than 
the other youthe, changed their diet permanently (verse 16), 
| and no doubt was able to explain the matter satisfactorily to 
| the chamberlain. 


| supposed, during the three years (verse 5) of their pre- 
| paratory study; afterwards, it is said (Dan. 10: 3), Daniel 
| resumed the use of meat and wine, when he no longer felt 
the need of thisrigid abstemiousness, The virtue of his 
action could not be in the mere fact cf abstinence, but lay in 
the moral or religious motive that prompted it. 
| Verse 17.—The young men’s attainments in learning and 
| wiedom. It is all ascribed to God, without excluding the 
| opinion that their excellence was gained by hard work: 
God gave them knowledge and skill (the two words amount to 
nearly the same thing) in all learning and wisdom, that is, 
in all then tanght in Babylon. The extent of their studies 
is ex:liined in verse 4, where it is said that they were 
to bs taught in the “literature and language of the Chal- 
deans ;”’ and it is added here that Daniel had understondyng 
in all vistons and dreams, which was also a part of Caaldean 
acience, though Daniels understanding in them is ascribed 
in the narrative to direct instruction from God (Dan. 2: 19, 
28). The ‘ literature” of the Chaldeans in its widest extent 
probably inc’uded all writings on history, astronomy, 
mythology, magic, ete , then in possession of the Babylonians, 
some of them very old, and inherited by the Babylonians 
from an ancient psople (the Accadians or Samerians) who 
occupied the country before them. From this people came 
the Babylonians written characters, and in their language 
mvc of the literature was written. Many of these writings 
(including a large number on magic and divination) have 
recently been discovered and translated ; and it seems proba- 
ble that the “ language of the Chaldeans” here referred to 
was that old Accadian tongue, whch, after having been 
buried and forg>tten for more than two thourand years, has 
recently been brought to light. Tne learned class, here called 
Chaldeans, studied allthis literature: and, no doubt, it was 
to this that Daniel and his friends devoied themselves for 
three years. j 

Visions and dreams. The “ vision” was a picture or ecene 
presented to the seer while he was in the waking state, yet 
with his senses closed to the external world; in this condition 
he saw, what he saw having a basis in his own thought and 
feeling yet at the same tame regarded as sent directly by 
God. The “dream” occurred in the state of sleep, but 
otherwise did not differ from the vision; compare the 
dreams in chapters 2and4. Both visions and dreams were 
common among the Babylonians. It appears that Daniel 
does not consider the study of this heathen science as in 
itself wrong or injurious, but, on the contrary, becomes emi- 
nentin it. There is no sign here of monkish narrowness 
and exclusiveness ; Daniel enters freely into the literary and 
| civil life of his adopt: d country. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not d«fi'e himeelf 
(v 8). Thatis aeafe purpose for any ycung man; but it 
1s not 80 common as many another purpose. One purposes 
that he will eat and drink what is approved in the best 
circles of society; another that he will eat and drink what 
suits his taste, or is likely to give him the greatest erjoyment; 
yet another, that he will look only at the the immediate 
| banefits to his heal:h in his choice of food and drink. The 





| better way is to purpr#e not to eat or drink, or chewor 
| smoke, that which defiles one, even though it is fashionsble 
to be defiled, or there is enjoyment in the process of defi'e- 
ment, or one can grow fat while being defiled. ‘“ No defile- 
ment for me, though I stand alone in the world; though 
| I have a life of trial; though I sicken and die for my pur- 
| pose of purity.” 


| and to talk—whatever his name may be. If a man cannot 


They continued this course, it may be | 


That is the way fora young man to feel 


SE 
sin. Unless our coarse is anprovel of God, we shall not long 
| bave man’s approval. When weighed in the balances, we 
shall be found wanting. If we tarn away from God, our 
| best friends are likely to turn away from us. [f our ways 
please the Lord he not only maketh our enemies to be at 
peace with us, but he may bring us into favor and tender 
love with those whose friendship is worth having and worth 
holding. Friendships are a gift of God. Human favor is 
dependent on the blessing of God. 

The prince... said... Why shoull he see your faces 
worse liking than the children which are of your sort ?(v. 10.) 
Pecple who indulge in defiling food and drinks are quite 
likely to think that it is dangerous to be pure. There is 
no driak in the world which is charged with producing so 
many forms of disease as cold water. There is no medi- 
cine in the world which is so freely prescribed for every 
kind of ailment, by every rort of people, as intoxicating 
beverages. If, indeed, a man insists that he will not defile 
himself with that which defiles his neighbors, his defiled 
neighbors protest that his fanaticiem will be the death of 
him, Then as to tobacco—the chief effact of which is 
defilement—the man who uses it most recklessly has greatest 
| fears for him who lets it alone. The six-year-old news-boy, 
| who smokes old cigar-stumps from the gntter, asks his 
younger comrade if he thnks it safe to keep from emoking. 
And the old clergyman whose brains are already like 
spoiled bacon, wants to know how his ycunger brother in 
the ministry can hope to write good sermons with no help 
from tobacco. 





Prove thy servants, I beseech thee... . And as thow seest, 
deal with thy servants (vy. 12, 13). ‘*The proof of the pud- 
ding is in the eating.” If a thing wont stand a fair test, 
there is no use in claiming its superiority. The man who 
believes that water israfer than wine, will drink water on 
the banks of the Missiatip pi or in the grape-growing regions 
of Francs, alongside of his wine-drinking fellow tourists. 
He who thinks that square dealing and honest industry are 
always safe in busine-s, will stick to bis principles and be 
ready to put his methods alongside of any other methods, 
in fair competition. He who trusts God to eustain hm in 
all trials and needs, will not shrink from having others eee 
how he bears up under tempfation or bereavement. 
Whether, however, we like it or not, our characters and our 
opinions will be jadged by prac ical tests. As the world 
rees us it will jadge of the dcctrines we are :upposed to 
represent, 

At the end ... their countenanees oppeared fairer and 
fatter im flesh than all (v.15). Purity does pry. Asa rule, 
the undefiled man is the best looking man. It is redness of 
eyes, not c'earness of complexion, which marks the lover of 
wine. The blat of the beer drinker gives the lie to every 
boast of the healthfulness of his favorite beverage. He who 
takes d-filing focd and drinks as a cure for b:s ailments, will 
have an increase of ailments for which to take the defiling 
portions. He who will keep himself pure will find himself 
in best bodily condition throngh his purity. The truth 
of this fact has been tested over and over again in army 
life, and in life at sea, in expeditions to the frigid and the 
torrid zones, and in every grade of scciety from the palace 
to the cottage. 

God gave them knowledge and skill in cll learning and 
wisdom (v- 17). The wisest man of all the world had his 
wisdom as a direct gift from God. From his day to the 
present, there has been no surer source of knowledge to 
any man than God. The boy at echool ought to ask God to 
enable him to get knowledge frem his studies. The Bible 
student ought to look to God to give bim skill in all learning 
and wi-dom concerning the traths of the Scriptures. He 
whom Gcd teaches is wise. He who has no knowledge of 
God, or knowledge from God, is but poorly instructed 
6ven in the things of which he knows most. “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Ifa man does not 
fear the Lord, he is not even on the road to wisdom, 





AN ANCIENT MOTEL OF YOUTHFUL 
TEMPERANCE. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


The O'd Testament often seems as if it were inspired 
especially for young men. The lesson before us answers 
yith singular pertinence the irquiry which every young 
man ought to ask and answer ina manly way: “ What stand 
shall I take respecting obedience to the dr. nking wages of 
sociery ” 

We talk of the old prophets. But at the time of which 
we now speak, this one was a very young man. He comes 
home therefore to every young man’s level. Hoe takes 
each one by the hand for a plain brotherly talk on a very 





not have the favor of God, and are never afterwards heard | live in any other state than cne of gross defilement it is stale subject. Let us listen and overhear the young 


of. Yet it must not be forgotten that the four young men’s 


| better for him not to live at all. God makes his own laws, 


abstemiousness ia food and drink was ehisfly important as | and he takes care of these who obey them. 


indicating their resolute purpose to do what they thought: 
right. 


God had brought Daniel into favor and tender love with 
the prince (v. 9). The best way to secure man’s favor is by 


Verse 14.—The steward consented to them. Whether this | seeking God's favor. There is no sure basis of friendship in 


| abstinence from strong drink ? 


| prophet’s counsel. 


I, What were Daniel’s temptations to abandon a life of 
Many « namesake of his 
may look into his own life for the answer. 

(1.) He was tempted dy his youth. He is supposed to have 
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been from eighteen to twenty-two years of age, when the 
question of abstinence became a practical one to him. He 
was at the age when appetite is strong, health good, prin- 
ciple weak, and experience not at all. A young man 
starts often on a life of self-indulgence, by simply doing 
nothing, thinking nothing, caring nothing. He just pro- 
longs into manhood the animal instincts of childhood. 
Before he knows it the mischief is done. We are all 
animals before we are men. Drinking is our first natural 
pleasure, It is for each young man to say for himself 
whether it shall be the last. 

(2.) Daniel was tempted also by the usages of his social 
rank, He was a noble; probable of the blood-royal. It 
was the usage of his order to drink wine, and the best 
of it, and much of it. Probably then, as now, it was the 
sign of a gentleman in the circle of society in which the 
young nobleman moved, to know good wine when he 
tasted it, to use it freely, and to enjoy the social hilarity 
of it without scruple. Oriental literature had its drink- 
ing-songs, like those of Burns and Thomas Moore. 
Babylon had ite Fifth Avenue, its Chestnut Street, its 
Beacon Street, where the social aristocracy of the city dis- 
cussed the contents of their wine-cellars, as did the guests 
at the marriage in Cana. It required not a little moral 
courage for a young noble of the royal stock of Judah to 
yo to the metropolitan dinner-parties, and leave his wine 
untasted, “An odd fellow, this young Hebrew!” his 
companions said. ‘“ Yes, indeed! Does the upstart Jew 
think to teach us what should be the habits of a Baby- 
lonian gentleman?” 


(3) Daniel was tempted by the courtesies of official 
station. He was in training for the first office in the 
realm. He encountered the same temptation which a 
young man would now encounter, if he were invited to 
dine at the mansion of the French Minister in Washing- 
ton. “If I have the honor of drinking the health of the 
beautiful and accomplished daughter of the Hon. Secre- 
tary Xerxes, shall I play the boor by refusing, for the sake 
of an absurd scruple about a glass of wine?” Such was 
gist of the question which put the principle of the young 
Hebrew to the test. How many young Americans in 
official circles would have borne the trial ? 

(4 ) Daniel was tempted also by his professional prospects, 
Few young men have ever lived, who have had a more 
splendid opening before them, to a magnificent profes- 
sional career, than the young prophet statesman had at 
the court of Babylon. .He was noted for his manly 
besuty. His personal address was that of an accom- 
plished nobleman. He was acquiring the ripest culture 
of the age. He had only to conform to the usages of the 
most select and refined society of the capital, to make 
sure of a career which should satisfy the utmost ambition 
of an aspiring youth who was conscious that he had in 
him the making of a great statesman, and a leader of 
men. 

The temptation was the same in kind with that which 
assails a young lawyer or physician in New York or 
Philadelphia, who has his own way to make in his profes- 
sion, and who, if true to the principle of total abstinence 
from intoxicating drinks, must by his example reprove 
the very men on whose support he depends for profes- 
sional success, Said one such: “A carriage and a con- 

sience are expensive luxuries. In my profession, a man 
cannot enjoy both. I prefer to drive my carriage.” So 
did not the young civilian at the court of Babylon. 

More than one member of the American Congress has 
died a sot, because he could not withstand this form of 
temptation, One member of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, of a past generation, was persuaded by his 
friends to resign his office, and retire to the practice of 
his profession in his native state, because he could not 
endure the peril to which the drinking habits of Wash- 
ington subjected a man in his position. ‘ Bodisco’s wines 
are too much for me,” was the lame apology of an intoxi- 
cated Senator for his beastly appearance in the Senate- 
chamber after a dinner, the night before, at the mansion of 
the Russian minister. If report be true, more than one 
member of that honorable body now owe to the young 
men of the country a similar humiliating confession. 

(5) Daniel was tempted also by his absence from home 
and native land. The tour of Europe has broken down 
the principles and broken up the habits of multitudes 
from America, Paris is a volcanic vortex to scores of 
American medical students, One such, when his ruin 
was complete beyond hope of recovery, used his medical 
knowledge as a means of reckoning how many years his 
broken constitution could bear the excesses to which he 
had beco me addicted, “I know,” said he, “ that I can 
enjoy life in my own way about so many years. I shall 
parcel out my fortune to last so long a time, and no 
longer. When my time is up, my revolver shall end all. 





No long decline for me. 
shall be soon over.” 
habits and his ethics. 

A young man does not know how much of the real 
grit of right principle he has in him, till he goes away 
from home, and lives where nobody knows him; where 
he can live anyhow, and do anything, and yet come 
silently back and his old friends shall be none the wiser. 
Alas! many such young men have brought back seared 
consciences and hardened hearts, and habits of self-indul- 
gence which have doomed them to a drunkard’s grave. 

Yet this form of temptation the young Hebrew states- 
man did not escape. He met it in its most urgent form. 
He was not only in a foreign land, in the Paris of the 
ancient world, in the court of a king, associating with cor- 
rupt young nobles and aristocratic pleasure-seekers, but 
he was acaptive. He had no home. His own country as 
an independent kingdom was blotted from the map of 
Asia, Judea was to Asia what Poland is to Europe,— 
nationally and politically it had ceased to be. 

Polish nobles to-day, in the capitals of Europe, seek to 
drown their memory of their country’s wrongs. If any- 
body could find palliation of intemperate habits, they 
can find it in their national misfortunes. Just that form 
of intense temptation, young Daniel encountered at the 
age of twenty-one. 

Put now all these things together: youth, social usage, 
official rank, professional interests, absence from home and 
native land, and the mortifications of captivity: and where 
in modern life can you find a case of stronger temptation 
to a self-indulgent and pleasure-seeking career? 

II. Pass we now to observe what was the young noble- 
man’s conduct in the trial. 

(1) He was true éo his faith in abstinence from the use 
of wine. Let us not muddle ourselves here with irrele- 
vant matters. Whether or not wine-drinking is a sin 
per se; whether or not a pledge to abstain is a duty; 
whether or not membership of a temperance society is 
wise; whether or not wine is more innocent than rum; 
whether this, that, or the other is the wisest policy, do 
not at all concern the point in hand. 

The point is, that the young prophet had a principle of 
his own on the subject and adhered toit. He believed, 
no matter why, that for him wine was a forbidden luxury; 
and he stuck to that conviction. He was not cajoled out 
of it by selfish interests, nor by side issues, A remark- 
able thing about him is the absence of casuistry. He 
makes no attempt to hoodwink his conscience. He accepts 
it as a plain case. Duty settled, everything is settled. 
He will be true to that, though the heavens fall. Not one 
of the inducements he had to twist his conscience awry, 
and create for himself an exceptional case, has a feather’s 
weight with him. His friend and superior talks of the 
danger of losing his head. He retreats none the more for 
that. 

Yet he does not bluster. He does not even say much 
of conscience. He does not fling his convictions in the 
face of his friends. Hedoes not browbeat those who differ 
with him. Nota word appears which implies that he 
thought wine-drinking a sin in them. Heads shall be 
saved, and friendships kept intact, if it may be honestly 
done. It deserves emphasis, that, in fidelity to his own 
convictions, he did no violence to those of others. In 
becoming a reformer, he did not cease to be a gentleman. 

(2) Daniel was true ¢o the education of his childhood. 
His convictions were doubtless the fruit of early training. 
He is not ashamed of that. He indulges in no swagger 
about the bigotry of his fathers, and the narrow mind of 
his teachers. He does not plead that now he has come to 
manhood, must act for himself, and will not be bound by 
the usage of his father’s house. 

Young men sometimes break away from the temperate 
principles and habits of their youth on this plea of per- 
sonal independence, They boast that they have attained 
to greater breadth of view than the fathers had. Ah, yes; 
breadth of view! ‘“ Broad views,” I have observed, are 
but the gilded gateway to the “broad road.” They 
remind me of the young man of whom | have somewhere 
read, who would no longer read the Bible which he had 
been taught to revere, “ because,” he said, “it has such a 
mess of Presbyterian bigotry in it.” Daniel is gulled by 
no such nonsense. He will put his foot into no trap of 
self-conceit which Satan may set to catch the vanity of 
youth. 

He has been educated to do right, and of that he is not 
ashamed, His conduct is clearly in contrast, and is 
meant to be, with the customs of the society around him. 
Jerusalem against Babylon: that is the gistcf it. His 
father’s house stands over against the court of the king 
The training of his childhood is pitted against the corrup- 
tion of the heathen capital. Jew against Pagan: when it 


Dying is wretched business, and 
Parisian life had given him both his 





comes to that he stands manfully by the traditions of his 
own kindred and the home of his infancy. His silent 
soliloquy is: “ Mine be the God of my fathers! mine the 
old songs of my country’s faith! mine the prayers that 
my mother taught me!” 

(3) He was true also to the principle of temperance as 
a religious virtue. The drinking customs of Babylon 
often meant more than they seemed to mean. They were 
saturated with the virus of idolatry. A Chaldean dinner- 
party was a sacrifice to the gods of the kingdom, as were 
afterwards the social entertainments of Greece and Rome. 
If a state banquet were given at the palace, instead of 
inviting the young Hebrew to dine with the princes of 
the realm, the invitation would read in some such form as 
this: “ His majesty the king commands the presence of 
Belteshazzar at a sacrifice to Baal.” ; 

It became, therefore, a very essential element in the 
policy of the prophet statesman, that it should be pervaded 
by the dignity of Ais religion. The idolatrous banquet at 
the palace must be met by the religious temperance of the 
guest. Thus Daniel practiced temperance,—as a religious 
virtue, nothing less. He put it on the basis of a religious 
scruple. ‘“ He purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himse’f with the king’s meat and wine.” 

Language cannot well express more truthfully the 
fundamental principle of the temperance reform. The 
virtue it inculcates is a religious virtue. It is a religious 
reform or it is nothing. Its opposite involves moral defile- 
ment, to which no young man of lofty and pure spirit will 
subject himself. Pure manhood in this thing needs to 
reepect itself with much of the delicacy of chaste woman- 
hood. Both revere the sacredness of the human body. 
They treat it as the temple of God. Rarely do young 
men maintain their position as the friends of temperance, 
on any less holy ground. 

Said the bishop of Calcutta, on the platform of a native 
society for the improvement of Hindoo morals: “If you 
wish to make anything eternal, you must build it on the 
Christian religion. That is the only thing in this world 
that is eternal.” He was right. No reform is worth its 
cost which is not important enough to rise to the level of 
a religious duty. Make it that, to the consciences of men, 
and it will live. Make it less than that, and men may 
play with it for a day, but will never build it into any- 
thing that can live to fature ages. 


(4) The prophet also calm/y trusted the consequences of 
his procedure to God, There is something sublime, as 
there always is in such phenomena, in the assurance of 
this youthful hero that he may trust the end with an 
unseen Power. He has only to do his duty amidst the 
intricacies of his lot, and an invisible Friend will care for 
the rest. He has no fear of losing his head. If he must 
lose it, be it so. There is another thing which he fears 
more. He asks for but ten days, however, to show who 
is in the right. He will stake his chances on ten days of 
prayer. A short time often shows on which side of things 
God stands. The powers which prayer brings to the front 
often move quickly. God loves speed in decisions for him. 

The great thing which a young man needs in a crisis of 
temptation, is to declare for the right quickly. Leave no 
time for temptation to accumulate. Then entrust conse- 
quences to God. It often requires a great deal of charac- 
ter to do that, not only a religious principle, but a strong 
character back of that. To be content in a crisis with the 
single thought of duty is one of the grandest things in 
history. Yetachild can do it. God never disappoints 
that trust. When a young man throws himeelf headlong 
into the sea of temptation, with only the one spar of duty 
to lay hold of, God is there to uplift and bear him over 
the billows. In grasping duty, he grasps a living and 
almighty hand. 

There is an old book, yet extant in some of our libraries, 
which tells the story of an old man who was the warrior 
poet of his tribe. He had seen much of life and been con- 
versant with many lands. He had ‘stood in the 
cottages of shepherds and in the courts of kings; 
dens and caves were not unknown to his check- 
ered career. The literature of his age was familiar to 
him; he had been no mean contributor to its treasures. 
At length when, near the end of his days, his countrymen 
gathered reverently around him to listen to the wisdom 
of the old soldier in the forms of Eastern song, he summed 
up the result of his long experience of the ways of God 
with men in these words: “I have been young and now 
am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his seed begging bread.” When a young man is called to 
hazard something that is dear to him at the call of duty, 
he can find in all the literature of the ages no anchor that 
grapples more securely in the storms of life than this 
testimony of the old man of Mount Zion. 

III. What were the results of Daniel’s fidelity in his 
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own experience? These must now be said in few words. 
By his temperance he gained a healthy body. It gave 
him athletic sinews and pure blood. It secured to him 
what many young men value more,—a fresh complexion 
and the look of manly courage. No blotches on his face 
blabbed of secret vices. His was a countenance before 
which a pure woman’s eye would not fall. He gained 
also that ‘richest boon of a good man’s life,”—an unsul- 
lied conscience. He slept and waked, and waked and 
slept, at peace with God. 

In that brief trial of his youth, he laid the foundation 
of a robust, religious manhood. He laid then the train 
which led to a long and splendid career of courtly useful- 
ness. The mysterious power which subsequently closed 
the mouths of lions for his safety, began at this time to 
gather around his person. In this early and brief frag- 
ment of his life, he settled the future of his professional 
career as a prophet of the living God. Those ten short 
days secured to him a place in the world’s history, in 
which he is destined to live in the grateful and reverent 
affections of mankind forever. Who cares now for the 
Chaldean monarch and his haughty court? They live 
to-day in the world’s memory, only because this young 
Hebrew seer has condescended to speak of them. As one 
of the authors of the word of God, and one of the great 
actors in the history of God's church, he is to live while 
time lasts. Men of all ages will inquire for him in 
heaven. They will point him out, one to another, as the 
interpreter of the “handwriting on the wall.” Children 
there will seek him out as “the man of the lions’ den.” 
The redeemed of all times will revere him as one of God’s 
great ministers and chosen friends, 

The foundation of this magnificent destiny, extending 
into two worlds, was built far back in those few days— 
not longer than a boy’s holidays—in which the character 
of the young man was proved, and his principles tried, as 
a friend of temperance and the child of conscience. 





HINTS FOR TH# PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Who was the last king of Judah? Whocarried him away 
in chains? Where? Did he see Babylon? Why not? 


At several different times, before the city of Jerusalem was | 


finally destroyed, Nebuchadnezzar carried away a great 
many of the people, the men and women who could work 


best in all arts and trades, and left those who could be vine- | 


dressers and farmers to plant and reap forhim. It was while 
Jehoiakim, one of Josiah’s sons, was king in Jerusalem, that 
Nebuchadnezzar said to one of his own grand officers: ‘‘Choose 
out from among the captives some of the children of the 
kings and princes of Judah, young men who are strong and 
handsome and bright and wise. I want to use them for 


myself.” Our story to-day is about four of the young men that | 


the officer choee for the king. They were taken to Babylon, 
not to be common slaves, but to live ina palace, and be 
trained as echolars to serve the king, to stand before him and 
help him with their knowledge and wisdom, 


Do you remember the name of the prophet who lived while | 


Hezskiah was king, who prayed with bim in thetemple when 
Hezekiah spread out the letter and the Assyrians bad come 
against Jerusalem? That same Isaiah told Hezekiah that 
those golden treasures in the temple should be carried away 
to Babylon, and that the sons of the kings of Judah should 
wait upon the king of Babylon in his palace. It all came 
true in about one hundred years; and among those carried 
away were these four, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego. 
Have the names, one by one, repeated several times, for it 
always gives pleasure to children to let them pronounce diffi- 
cult names. 


The people of Babylon spoke a different language from | 
those of Judah. If you were to go and live in [rance, | 


wouldn't you have to learn to speak French? So the young 
men learned to talk and write in the language used by the 
people of Babylon. They were to be three years in school,— 
that is, to study with the best teachers,—and then be ready to 
serve the king. There were many wise scholars there who 
had studied all their lives, and were men of learning; and 
they could teach these young men a great deal. 
Nebuchadnezzar did not like their names, for each had a 
Meaning that stood for something about the true God; and 
he gave them new names which meant something about his 
heathen gods, for he wanted to teach them his own religion. 
Three of them seem to have taken the names he gave, but 
Daniel is usually called by his own name in the Bible. 
Daniel himself wrote the book called by his name; we know 
he understood both languages well, for part of the book of 
Daniel was written in the same Hebrew words he used to 
speak in Jerusalem, and other parts in the language of the 
people of Babylon. 
_ The king wanted to have the four young men strong and 
im good health, so that they might study well; and he told 
the chief officer who watched over them, that he was to send 


every day, from the king’s table, some of the meat and wine 
such as he had for himself. Does not that seem kind, to give 
them the same food and drink that the king had at his own 
table? 

But Daniel determined that he would not taste the king's 
meat nor the king's wine. He knew the meat was often 
that which had been offered before heathen idols, or which 
the heathen priests had blessed, and the wine had been 
poured out before their gods. Daniel meant to be true and 
faithful to the God of Israel, though he was in a strange 
land. 

It was no sudden notion or whim, for he had thought it 
all over, and you may be sure he prayed something which 
meant “ Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.” As he thought and prayed he grew strong, and he 
purposed in his heart. He was polite and respectful, for he 
made a request: he asked the officer if they might not be 
excused from eating the meat and drinking the wine, 

Do you think the officer was angry? Who was watching 
over the four young men so far from their homes? Solomon 
says, ‘‘ When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even 
his enemies to be at peace with him.” He knew ail about 
it, and was pleased with the purpose in Daniel’s heart; and 
he so touched the heart of the officer that it was full of 
kifflness and tender love for Daniel. When Daniel asked if 
he need to eat or drink what his conscience showed him to 
be wrong, he talked kindly with him about it. He said, 
“T am afraid the king will be displeased. You will be pale 
and thin, and he will blame me for it, and perhaps cut off 
my head if you look sick and sad, and worse than all the 
other young men.” But Daniel begged him just to try it 
for a while ; for ten days to give them only vegetables to eat, 


something like our beans, which they called pulse, and grain’ 


or coarse bread, and only water to drink. 

The officer was willing to try it for ten days; then he 
looked at the four young men, and it was plain that their 
rosy, handsome faces were fairer and fatter than before, or 

| than the rest of the captives fed from the king's table. 
| They were no more asked to drink wine or to eat the king's 
| meat. They had honored God, and he gave them his blessing 
| He gave these four children knowledge and skull in all learn- 
| ing and wisdom ; but he gave Daniel more than to the others, 
| for he had understanding in all visions and dreams. What 
does our golden text say about having a good under- 
standing? 

| Review the preceding by questions to see if tully under- 
stood. Where were these four young men? How came 
they there? What were their names? What did they 
refuse to eat or to drink? Why? 

What can we learn from Daniel's purpose? We are told 
Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself Meaning 
of “defile” ? Every sin defiles the heart. Daniel meant in 
his heart to keep his life pure from sin, and he was not 
afraid to say so. He was brave as well as wise. “ The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

Which young king was minded to repair the temple of 
the Lord? How did Josiah do in the sight of the Lord? 
Daniel is another example to the young; the two boy-kings 
and the boy-captive all resolved in their hearts to be faith- 
ful to God. 

Joash resolved to repair the temple of the Lord ; so make 
your heart his temple, and ask him to cleanse it from all sin. 
Josiah did right, destroyed idols, and repaired the temple; 
so, like him, put away and destroy everything which could 
keep you from serving God; and, like Daniel, purpose in 
your heart, and ask help every day to keep from evil. How 
did Jesus teach us to pray about temptation and evil? Can 
we help ourselves to keep from temptation? What did 
Solomon say about looking on “the wine when it is red in 
the cup”? Did you ever see a drunken man try to walk? 
Could he talk sensibly ? Does wine or strong drink help to 
be wise, or rich, or good, or happy ? 


The men who keep the asylum and the prisons say that 
nearly all the trouble that brings people to them comes from 
strong drink. It makes robbers and rioters, thieves and 
murderers, widows and hungry orphans. It brings disgrace 
and trouble, want, ruin, and death, 

Will you not purpose in your heart never to defile your- 
self with it? 

What were Daniel's blessings? He was really a captive, 
but God blessed and honored him. How did the chief 
officer feel to him? It was God who sent to Daniel's life 
such “ tender love.” If you will show in your actions every 
day that you serve and honor God, he will bless your life 
with the tender love of those around you. He gave Daniel 
and his companions health and strength, and beauty of body 
and mind; he helped them to study and understand, to 
remember and use their knowledge. Who only can give 
wisdom? Teach James1:5. Will he not help you with a 
hard lesson as he helped the four young men who studied in 
Babylon. 

Because Daniel's was a pure life and a praying life, God 
gave him more wisdom than any who lived at that time. 
Three times God sent to him an angel, who, when he talked 
with him, said, “ O man, thou art greatly beloved.” Daniel’s 





whole life proves how sure is the promise: “I love them 
that love me, and they that seek me carly shall find me.” 
Finding him, all those who seek may find, as Daniel did, 
knowledge, wisdom, and tender love. 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL, 


It is hard to read this lesson without being impressed 
with the thoroughly oriental coloring of the whole of it, 
It seems entirely natural for the Jew Daniel to make it his 
especial care not to eat or drink the peculiar food and wine 
of the heathen king. Members of many a heathen tribe 
would do as much, and that undefa stronger moral com- 
pulsion than operated upon a Jew. It is very hard for an 
American to understand the power of motives derived from 
ideas of ceremonial cleanness and uncleanness; and yet 
these motives are exceedingly strong. We laugh at the 
priests of Peter the Great, who drank brandy themselves 
and condemned Peter for smoking, because “ not that which 
goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which 
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.” But it was 
no laughing matter to them; nor are matters of ceremonial 
cleanness laughing matters to the Orientals. The writer has 
seen a Muhammedan boy distressed almost to a crazs, in con- 
science and physical imagination, because a young Christian 
ecamp had induced him to eat pork unawares. So generally 
among the bigoted portion of the Orientals, and also among 
some who would not be esteemed very bigoted. You may 
be scrupulously neat and clean in drees and person, but your 
unclean infidel touch by accident, and perhaps even your 
shadow, may defile and render unfit for eating by the filthy, 
ragged, vermin-covered, but ritually clean faithful, an 
indescribably disgusting mess of food of the meanest quality, 
that has been prepared by filthy fingers, in filthy vessels, 
and cooked over odoriferous fuel that is utterly revolting to 
occidental taste or sense of decency. The money of Occi- 
dentals, however, is generally clean: an Oriental will not 
look farther than to see if it is good coin: it may drop from 
the most heretical or infidel hand into his own, without 
thought of defilement. It would break up any religion in 
the East, to make the touch of infidel money a defilement. 
The oriental ideas of cleanness and uncleanness do not at all 
militate against an unclean spirit or a sordid heart, any 
more than they do against actual personal filthiness. Avarice 
is almost wholly the ruling passion in the East. Backshish 
is he true sultan of the country, and is obeyed from the 
heart by all his subjects. The connection between hypo- 
critical eelf-righteousness, avarice, and internal filthiness 
seems as strong as when those vices were rebuked by Christ. 

Daniel would hardly have been an Oriental if he 
had not possessed a strong feeling against unclean 
food and drink. It is quite possible that he had the 
intention of preserving a sound body and clear mind by 
keeping to simple food and drink, and to good habits 
in general. Certainly he did try to secure the favor of 
God, Yet here the narrative is quite explained by consid- 
ering merely his desire to adhere to food lawful for a Jew. 
It is not necessary to look deeper for his motive in order 
to understand the lesson ; though the character of Daniel was 
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far too elevated to reet wholly on such ideas as a foundation. 
Bat the feeling against uncleanness is a part of the faith of 
those who have it; and in esch case, the sense of defilement 
by cerenonia! uncleanness is determined by the nature and 
depth of the spiritual perceptions. 

Daniel's request tothe prince of the eunuchs “that he 
might not defile himself” is susceptible of a perfectly literal 
interpretation, when viewed in this natural and O-iental 
light. The prince would perfectly understand what Daniel 
meant by the phrase “defie himself,” and would take no 
offense at the plain words, any more than he would at the 
existence of a man of different religion. But if any censure 
was implied in the words, as if the food and drink were 
intrinsically dstrimental to the body, or that the king's 
manner of living partook at all of the flavor of gluttony, 
then it would have been received as a deep insult, and 
Daniel would have lost his head. It seems then that the 
words “might not defile himeelf’’ are quite as probably 
Daniel's own words as the language and comment of the 
writer, who may have been Daniel himself. 

Again, the refusal of the prince of the eunuche, in verse 
10, is in precisely the oriental style of telling a man to doa 
thing if hecan without letting it be known cflicial/y, and the 
action willbe ignored or shielded, and all be right. Had the 
prince of the eunuchs been disposed not to wink at Daniels 
couree, he cou!d very easily have given an unmistakable 
refusal, such as would have effectually prevented Daniel's 
subsequent application to Melzar. At the same time, his 
reply exhibits the grand non-committal charactercf speeches 
in an oriental court, and the sharply strict accountability 
of the servants of the king. Had the prince been hostile to 
Daniel, it would have been quite natural to have madea 
speech of just the same sort, so that Daniel would fall into 
a trap by applying to Melzar, so that he might have a 
pretext ageinst him. Oriental thrones are fearfully unstable 
things; and so are all the places subordinate to them. 

Palse, in the lesson, is rather too restricted a term to 
fully represent the original. The meaning is seeds, standing 
for vegetable food in general. Bat even if pulse were to be 
taken in its ordinary sense, as leguminous plants, Daniel 
and his companions would have had a great variety to 
choose from. Not only the different kinds of peas and 
beans, but many sorts of lentiles, and other leguminous 
things for which we have scarcely an English name 
Among these is the oddis, that made the red pottage which 
Esau ate. In the East the leguminous family of plants is 
very numerously represented. Species which are known in 
the north-eastern portion of the United States by tens are 
known there by hundg#eds. From the kha:Qb and acaca 
down to the minute astragalus, that family produces 
materials to supply a great many of the wants of man. 

The food of a common Oriental of the lower classes, cf a 
fellah, for example, consists almost entirely cf vegetable 
food. One sheep, stuffed fat with mulberry leaves, will 
often supply all the meat and fat that an entire family will 
get fora whole winter. A cake of flexible bread, in which 
are wrapped a few olives or dates, with a fig or twa, or some 
grapes, according to the time of year, will keep a man all day, 
Yet, except in case of sickners, the coarse, scanty food of 
the common Orientals does them no detriment. One rarely 
sees elsewhere more healthy or powerful human bodies. 
The workmen in the boats and fields along the Nile have 
many an Apollo and Hercules among them. The common 
people do not appear to get much wine—certainly none of 
a very royal sort; but he must be poor indeed who cannot 
get something to smoke, The narghileh, or water pipe with 
flexible tube; the hubble-bubble or hookah, a water pipe 
with inflexible tube; the chibouk, or pipe with long straight 
stem, so that the bow! rests on the ground or in a brags pan; 
and, lately, the all bat universal, but despicable, cigarette, 
are everywhere to be seen. The Turkish sentinel will ask 
the passer-by for some (fitin, or tobacco, the Bedouin in the 
desert will do the same ihirg; and either will cffar his 
waraka, or paper, to one who wishes to roll a cigarette. In 
Cyprus, a highwayman asks for tobacco, as a euphemism for 
“your money or your life.” Throughout the East, to offer'a 
narghileh or other emoking convenience to a visitor or 
caller is the first office of hospitality, like a glass of wine in 
some other places. 





ILLUSTRATIONS, 

Tae Patu or tar Pure —Things that are clean and pure 
areexempt from the beginnings of decay. When nothing 
touches bright metal, it will keep bright; but damp or dirt 
brings corrosion, See then the deep y;hilosophy cf the 
psalmist: “ The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever.” 
The fear of the Lord has that which prevents the muicro- 
scopic beginuingsof corruption. So is purity that which 
gives clearness and light, physical or mental. Pare air, 
pure light, pure water, a pure body, a pure mind—all these 
are needed for the clearest views and work of men. But 
“The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes.” Parity is the law of strength, for body, intellect, and 
heart. 

The path of the pure is ever the path to solidity, might, 





and duration. Christ's kingdom, even, is forever, becanse | 


founded upon everlasting righteousness; it contains no 
anciean element of decay. Purity of body tends to health 
and long lie. Parity of heart tends to everlasting life; 
the pure in heart ehall see God. No deeper precept for this 
life, either, has appeared than this: “ Keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.” See also 
the depth of the precept which couples a sordid heart with 
an impure body or imagination, in Epherians 5: 3. 

The path of the pure is alro the path of power. Not, 
however, power under the prince of this world; but a power 
which puts traducers to shame, and often shames down 
opposition. 

“ Bear a lily in thy hand; 
Gates of brass cannot withstand 
One touch of that magic wand.” 


A Hoty Purrose.—Parity cannot exist without courage, 
especially in this world ; but he who has conquered his own 
coward spirit has conquered the ridicule, and not infre- 
qnently the open resistance, of the world. So found it Tom 
Brown at Ragby, when the pure example of his room-mate, 
Arthur, stirred his heart to pure impulses, and he ventured 
to kneel in prayer before a room fall of companions whose 
jeerings he had so greatly feared. S> in maturer life, when 
a merchant is required to trust God to keep him from bifnk- 
ruptey, which otherwise he sees no way to ward off than by 
some swerving from the right in secret. And the more 
secret the temptation, the more the real purity of his heart 
is tried. Open temptations, in view of the world, rather 
test his courage than his purity. When his heart is searched 
by private tempta‘ions, he will soon find out whether he is 
clean, or whether be needs the cleansing of God in order 
that he may endure forever against decay. Forever must 
he be thoroughly clean, letting no nucleus of corruption 
exist anywhere. 


A Practicat Trst.—The practice of the pure in heart 
will bring its own justification. ‘Do you know Deacon 
Smith?” was asked of a scoffer. ‘“ Yes.” ‘“ Do you believe 
that he wou'd do wrong to make money, or from revenge?” 
“No, he is an exception.” Which last assertion was not quite 
true, however. But his godly conversation had put to shame 
the revilers and evil-doers. The practical tests of purity ever 
show its superiority. How a pure business man is trusted 
when others are guarded against. How overwhelming is 
the testimony of a pure man, or even a pure child, in a court 
of justice. The pure soon see the end of every controversy, 
and practically learn that the law 13 freedom. “ The law is 
not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and dis- 
obedient,” etc. They feel the law, but the practical testing 
of purity brings peace. The end of the commandment is 
love out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and cf 
faith unfergned.” 


Trrumpa or Purtty.—* First pure, then peaceable,” is the 
path of the Christian; and the same is true of all its earthly 
types. If the right eye cause one to stumble, it is better to 
endare the sharp conflict of casting it out, rather than risk 
one’s heavenly peace. The Prince of Peace himself began 
with conflicts against the unclean spirits; and for the earth 
he first sent not peacs, but asword. The Vigilancs Com- 
mittee of San Francisco, in years gone by, if we waive all 
questions as to whether the exigency demanded euch a 
revolutionary rule, first sought purity with resistless 
energy, and, that accomplished, their complete triumph was 
peace. Then the volcanic upheaval of popular power eub- 
sided, and left the administration of law to flow in its 
wonted peaceful channels. But had that committee sought 
anything else in that revolution but purity, they would 
have been overwhelmed as utterly as the lawless mon they 
themselves rose against. 


So, too, the stability of Christian nations has been owing 
to their comparative purity. Had England, with all her 
faults, not upheld purity as no heathen nation has ever 
done, who can doubt that her course would have ceme to an 
end in scme one of the many convulsions through which she 
has passed? And whence comes salvation from bad rulers, 
but through the greater purity of the Christian peoples? 

London is @ purer city than Paris; and how she has 
triumphed over her scourges. Paris, indeed, has been pre- 
served in mercy; but what fearful tides of impure desola- 
tions have swept over her! 

The pure ray of Christian light will win and triumph 
amidst an overwhelming night of darkness. 

“ How far that little candle throws its beams !’’— 
“So shines a good deed in a naughty world.” 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


V.8. Daniel comes first to view, a Jewish youth of the 
royal family; taken captive to Babylon in the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim; and is soon after selected with others fer his 
wisdom, ¢flicrency, and agreeable person, to be trained in 
the lesrniog and tongue of the Chaldeans, for service under 
the king. We are, then, to think of Daniel as educated 
thoroughly in the language, literature, and general culture 
of the Chaldeans, but as yet adhering with noble firmness to 





the religious faith of his fathers. Josephus says that Daniel 
was of the seed of Zadekiah —Cow/es. 


Purposed. Determined or decreed with himself —Culvin, 


Would not defile himself. The reason for the refusal of the 
ordinary food of the king as well as of the wine ‘rom his 
table (v. 5) by Daniel and his associates arose, doubtless, 
from the heathenish castom of consecrating each meal b 
offering a portion to the gods. In order to rrevent their 
being involved in id»latry by partaking of food which had 
been thus dedicated to the gods (1 Cor. 10: 18 20), they 
avoided especially those kinds «f food which were commonly 
off+red to the gods, hence those prepared from fissh, wine, 
or flour. The vegetables, such az pulse cabbage, e'c , of which 
they were willing to partake, were indeed also prepared by 
the heathen cooks, and were even unclean in themselves, ag 
having been grown on heathen soil (Amos 7: 17; Hos. 
9: 3,4); but, since offerings or libations were never taken 
from them, they were not special'y sacred to the gods. and 
hence might be used by pions Jews withcut any essential 
defilement of conecience.— Hivernick, 


Nor with the wine. The case evinces both his conscien- 
tiousness in ref+rence to the law of his God, and his noble 
se/f-control in the matter of appetite. He held his appetite 
in firm subjection to the dictates of enlightened judgment 
and experience as to what was best for his health and physi- 
cal vigor. —Cowles. 


He requested. He made a request that he might be 
allowed to purene that course, and wished not to give 
offense, or provoke opposition.— Barnes. 


Daniel was firm to his religion. They bad changed his 
name, but they could not change his nature; whatever they 
pleased to call him, he still retained the spirit of an [sraelite 
indeed. He would apply his mind as closely as any of them 
all to his books, and took pains to make himself master of 
the learning and tongue of the Caaldeans; but he was 
resolved that he would not defile himself with the portion 
of the king's meat; he would not meddle with the wine 
which he drank.— Henry. 


V.9. God had brought Daniel into favor, Comp. Gen. 
39:21; Prov 16:7. We may learn that the favor of 
others towards us is to be traced to the hand of Ged, and if 
we are prospered in the world, though it may be on account 
of our personal qualifications, we should atiribate it all to 
God.— Martyn. 


V.10. I fear my lord the king. He does not poritively 
refuse the favor which Danis! seks, but intimates that, in 
erder to avoid the royal displeasure, he must render at least 
a formal and apparent obedience to the command he had 
received.— Lange. 


Worse liking. Worse looking. More depressed as by 
sadness or low spirits Children of your sort. Those of your 
circle; of your age and circumstances.—Cuwles. 


Endanger my head to the king. As if he had disregarded 
the orders given him. or had embezzled what had been pro- 


vided for these youths, and had furnished them with inferior 
fare.— Barnes. 


V.11. Melzar. The name of an office in the Babylonian 
court—master of the wine, chief butier.—Gesenius. 


Hananiah, Mishael, Az:riah Sbadrach, Meshach, Abed- 
nego. See ve.6,7. The Jewieh names are ail c mprunded 
with the names of the trus God. The new names expunge 
a'l recognition of the true God, and honor the Chaldean gods 
instead. This change of names must have been to them a 
sore trial.— Cowles. 


V.12 Pulse. Vegetables in goneral; plants grown from 
seed-growing.— Martyn. 


And water to drink. This was a most important experi- 
ment to show that wine was not necassary to produce healih- 


fulness of appearance, or manly strength and beauty.— 
Barnes. 


V. 13. Coun’enance. The Hebrew word rendered coun- 
tenance 18 not limited tothe word “faces.” I: refers to the 
whole appearance, the form, the “ looks,.’’— Barnes. 


As thou seest, deal with thy servants. 
result of thy observations.— Muvore. 


V. 14. Proved them ten days. Hebrew, he “ heard” them in 
this thing. Tne experiment was such, since it was to be for 
a short time, that he ran little risk in the matter.— Barnes. 


V. 15. At the end of ten days. The experiment was euc- 
cessful. There was no diminution of beaaty, of vigor, or of 
the usual indications of health —Reace. 


There are three thirgs here to be observed: 1. The hand 
of God in persuading Meiz+r to incline to Daniel's request. 
2. The goodness of God, to make good Daniel’s words. 3. 
The blessing of God upon homely fare aff_r’s oftentimes 
more heaithiul nourishment and strength than more costly 
fare to them that eat the fat and drink the sweet.— Pool. 


V. 16. Melzar took away. The experiment being trium- 
phantily successful, Daniei and bis friends are relieved of both 
the ceremonial defilement and the physical muischiefs inci- 
dental to the king’s diet.— Cowles. 


V.17. God gave them knowledge. While wisdom and Jearn- 
ing were common to all the four, Daniel had a s;ecial g ft, 
The divine purpose was to qualily him for tranecendent 
influence in that heathen court and country, and to make 
him a prophet of high order among his people — Barnes. 


Visions. This is a term frequently employed in reference 
to prophecy, and designates one of the u-ual methods by 
which future events were made known.— Burnes. 


According to the 


The words visions and dreams express two ways in which 
the Lord in those days revealed himself to his prophets. He 
sent them visions. that is, being awoke, they saw invisible 
otjects which God caused to pass before them, as if they had 
really beheld them with their bodily eyes; or he sent them 
dreams: that is, im their sleep they had manifestations 80 
clear and striking, they saw and heard thiogs so distinctly 
and so full of trath and reality, that it was impossible for 
them to confound them with ordinary dreams.— Ganssen. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulason of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 26,750 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time, 





CuurcH CusHions, Cotton Felt Mat- 
trasses and Patent Spring Dress Pillows, 
manufactured by the American Carpet Lin- 
ing Co., New York and Boston. 





No carpets should be laid without a Moth 
Proof Carpet Lining. Use (Cotton and 
Paper) only that manufactured by the 
American Carpet Lining Co., New York 
and Boston. For sale by all Carpet Deal- 
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Songs or r Bevan. New Sing1 in Book for Sunday 
Schools. Price, 35 cts. Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut 
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SARATOGA ‘Spames.—Dre. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has Turki-h, Russian, Su’ phur, Hydropathie and 








Electrical Baths, Vacuum Treatment, Inhalation of 


Oxygen, Compressed and Rarefied Air, Health Lift, 
etc., for the treatment of Nervous, Lung, Female, and 
other chronic diseases. 





By arrangement with the author, the American 
Tract Society becomes the publisher of The Name 
Above Every Name (revised edition). It has a chapter 
for every week, and texts for every day in the year, 
with reference to the scriptural titles of our Lord. $1; 
postage. 10c, Send to the Depository, 1512 Chestnut 

, Phila., or to your bookseller. 








Scribner, Armatreng & Co. on | 748 Broadway, N. Y. 


USE WALTER | BAKER & CO. ‘Ss CHOCOLATE 


WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 








‘PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 
_APPLETONS JOURNAL— Art Journal— Popula 
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on agpltantion. 42d St. and Madison Ave., N. Y. 











XFORD ‘TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Taos. Neilson & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 





EVELL'S classified reference catalogue of 8. 8S. 
supplies free to any address. F. H. Revell, Chicago 


A DAY to Agents canvassing for the Fire- 

$7 side Visiter. Terms and Outfit Free. Ad- 
dress, P.O. ¥ ICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 

DECA LCOM ANTE or Transfer Pictures, 10cts. ; 

60 Scrap or Jar Pictures, l0cts. ;—all post-paid. 

J.W. FRIZZELL, 478 W. BaltimomgSt. Baltimore, Md. 








HE splendid “ Midwinter” Number ot Scribner’s 

Monthly, and the Christmas a Number of 
St. Nicholas sent as specimens, post-paid, for 30 cents. 
Address. Scribner & Co., 748 Broadway, ey York. 


PAIR. OF WH TE RIBBED HOSE, or 2 pair of 

extra long plain Hose for 25c. New styles ‘in fane cy 
eae 25 pair. Men's half hose (English), 20c. pa! 
by mail from 


J. ib. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Best quality WASH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
2323 North Second Street, Philadelphia, 


LADIES’ DUPLEX BANDS, 


An article which gives perfect satisfaction. Sample 
mailed on receipt of 35 cents, or $4.00 per dozen. Give 
waist measure. Thousands now in use. Address 

DU PLE x BAND CO.. P. O. Box 2945, New York 











JUS T Pp U BLISHED. 

CLEANING AND SCOURING A manual for 
Dyers and Laundresses, and for Domestic use. B 
8. ¢ christopher. A very Ly +m book for the careful 
House wife.” Free by mail for 20 cents. 

THE TELEPHONE. A \ecture entitled Researches 
in Electric Telephony, by Professor A. G. Bel. Pro- 
fusely illustrated. Free by mail for 60 cents. 

«* Catalogue ot Scientific Books sent free by mail, 
on applicstion to KE, & F. N. Spon, 446 Broome St., N. Y. 





PLEASURE | AND PROFIT “FREE. 
Nine full-size Fret Saw Designs, 
new and beautiful; one hundred 
Miniature Designs; ‘fave Comic Sil- 
honettes and Instrnetions in Bracket 





Sawing, SENT FREE to every 
one who will send their name and 
the names of 10 boys or young men 
who are interested in Bracket Saw- 
ing and Wood Carving. Perry 


Mason & Co., Youth’s Companion 
Opfice, boston, Mam. 


A ‘MICROsco PE 


WITH 100 MOUNTED OBJECTS 
v7 th 
FOR $1. 

Supe rintende ents or Teachers wish- 
ing to give rew: ards to scholars ; par- 
en ts who want to please their chil- 
dren ; all who ws ant a really interest- 
ing little instrument—sure to please 
— houl Nd send for the Microgr aph, 





ee for $1. Circulars free. —= 
ENTS W ANTED. Address. D, L. SMITH. 
Waterbury, Conn. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIREIN SURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000. 00, Assets, $1,704,481.36 
JOHN DEVERE UX, President, 

W&M. G. CROWE LL, Secretary. 

JOHN bL. ‘THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 
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QUR CHILDREN, 


SEVENTH EDITION. 


By Atticus G. eapanet, ha D. New York: Ison & 
Phillips. 12mo, Ry Price, $1.50, At. paid, to 
any address. A book for Parents, Preachers, and 
Teachers, 


A Few of Many Press Notices. 


“Part IL, dealing with ‘The Sunday-school,’ is 
especially valuable. Dr. Haygood has made the sub- 
ject his own, knows it ——- and always speaks 
to the point.”— London Spectaic 


pee It is a book for every noseholé.””—J: HI. Vincent 


“ The best treatise of the kind of which we have any 
knowledge.”— Nashville Christian Advocate. 


“ An admirable book, both ede ye oe and instruc 
tive.” — National Sunday School Teacher. 


“Tt strongly and well insists on the duty of parents 
in the homes, and Christians in the —. paying 
special attention to the ps training of the 
young.” — The London Methodis 


“Ttis a book of gospel ccaani*~tihtinedea Recorder 


“It will be helpful to all Christian parents and 
teachers.’"—New York Observer. 


“A book which every parent and — might 
read to advantage.” —Sunday School Time. 


* Both in families and schools this pane We book is 
calculated to do much good.”—Wesleyan Sunday 
School Magazine, London. 


“Should be in the hands{of every parent.” — Texas 
Presbyterian. 


“ We hope everv father and mother {will get that 
book.” —Pacijle Methodist. 


“Tt is not a sectarian \book.”—<St. Louis Christian 
Advocate. 


_ be ar nd or ordered through any bookseller. 


Shana asm Herald. 


A forty-eight column paper in quarto form will 
be published at Fairpoint as the official organ of 
the National Sunday School Assembly and Scien- 
tific Congress from June, 1878, monthly, through 
the year and daily (Sundays excepted), through 
the sessions of the Assembly in August of every 
year. This paper will contain exact steno- 
graphic reports of all the proceedings of the 
Assembly, including all the scientific and literary 
lectures and sermons, and also reports of class 
instructions, drills, etc., ete. 


REV. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., will edit a depart- 
ment of Normal Class work, and Rev. L. H. 
Bugbee, D D., President of Allegheny College, 
has been engaged to prepare a commentary or 
analysis of the Intermational Sunday school les- 
sons for each Sunday of the year for this paper. 

Twenty thousand copies of the paper were 
issued asan advance sheet on April 8 which 
contain a large amount of information in regard 
to the Assembly to be held in August next. 

Sabecripiion | price (postage paid), cash in ad- 
vance, per annum, $1 60 

Vhen 5 or more subscriptions are ordered at 
one time, $1 40 

Single copies, 6 cents each. 

For advertising, subscriptions, or 
copies, address 





single 
M. BAILEY, Publisher, 
Jamestown, N. Y. 


REDUCTION IN PRICES! 


ORGANS AND PLANOS 


Within the reach of all, New, and 
WARRANTED FOR FIVE YEARS. 
LOOK AT THESE PRICES! 





ORGANS, sitet er, - ugg 
PLANOS frst Pin: 38-00 


For purity of tone, "lasticlty of touch, and beauty of 
construction, they are notexcelled. Sent on test trial 
often days. Freight charges paid by us both ways if not 
as represented. No money required until you bave seen 
and tested the instrument. Special offers in order to 
to bave them introduced. Illustrated catalogue and 
price list free. Address Cornish & Co., Washington, N. J. 


Al ANTED —Canvassers for the Great 
ORK of International Art. 


Over 100 Quarto Plates, engraved in Germany from 
designs made in Palestiae by a Christian Jew of 
France. and superbly printed at the University Press, 
Cambridge. to illustrate a new work by an American 
Scholar. The poet Whittier says: “The eye, the 
heart. the intellect, are equally satisfied with such a 
book.” Some Agents have sold already from 500 to 
1200 each. The best people buy it,and the best Can- 
vassers are proud to handleit. Circulars and speci- 


mens free. ress 
FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT. 
27 Park Place, New York, 


SE LT LA Carbonre gasevus waters are recommended 

by all medica] faculties as among the 
best hygienic beverages. to keep the digestive organs 
in a healthy condition. Served in these handy Sipbhons 

they can be always at hand, being a most 
wP fe reireshing drink, causing no heaviness as dves 

1ce- water They can b+ taken by themselves, 
or mixed with pleasant syrups. Their use tends to 
regulate the pulse,and to keep the head clear; they 
are an auxiliary of health and tempe: ance. Franco- 
American Mfy. 637 North lith St., Philadeiphia. agents 
for the Shebovgan natural mineral water, Ww? ich relieves 
dy> peps a, indigestion, headache, rheumatism. maierius 
and kidney diseases. Send order by postal card. 


IT COSTS YOU NOTHING 


a + our Organs, for we send them on ten da 
and pay freight both ways if returned. pP- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam i Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, 4. J. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents per copy 
Mailed free. Address M, E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New 
York, 




















NEW 
S. 8. Library Books. 


Take Care of No 1. By Powssr. $1 00 
The Hou-e in the Glen. 1.25 
Life of Dr. Kitio. By Dr. Eanprs. 125 
Mil y’s Whim«. Maruews. 1 25 


| Haps and Mix~haps. Matuews. 6 vols. 7.50 


Kingdom of Judah. WARNER 1.50 
Kivg io His Beauty. Newton. 1.25 
The Old Looking Giass. By the 


author of “ Ministering Children.” 100 
Pine Needles. ATale. WARNER. 150 
little and Wise. W. W Newron. 1 25 
Indian Stories. By A. L. O. E. 75 


Carters’ Cheap &. 8. Library. No. 1 


50 vols., in a Case, net, $20.00. 


Carters’ Cheap 8. 8. Library, No. 2, 


50 vols., in a Case, net, $20.00. 


ag Send for our New Catalogue of 
Books for the Young. 


S &. Libraries supplied on favorable 
terms, xed with gress: care in the selec- 
tion, beth trom our owa list aud that 
of o.her Pubiishing mous<s and Socie- 
ties. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


The Country Home 


Illustrated Weekly Journal 


FOR Atha def PEOPLS :— Farmers, Village 
‘olks, and all who cultivate a garden or 
own a country home, 








From experimental work on our own and other 
farms, able writers will teach the lessons so learned 
from nature, Experienced, successful farmers, gar- 
deners, a d stockmen will draw lessons from their 
experience in teaching the ** How to bo.” 


Subjects: Ficid and qarden practice; Fruit grow- 
ing and market gardening; Florie ulture ; Horses, 
cuttle, sheep, swine. poultry, and pets m health and 
disease: Grain crops a specialty ; Distinct columns for 
the Potato ; Insect pests ; all about the Markets; Win- 
nowed News every week. 


Landscape Gardening: Village Improve- 

ment; Home Adornment and Domestic Kconomy ; 
Rural Society and _(ountry Living; Farming for 
Boys; Pure Stories; Home and Fureign Correspond- 
ence; Query Columns—answers by specialsis in each 
department; etc. 


A $4 Weekly for $3 per year, 


Any one subscribing now gets it from the first num- 
ber to the end of 1878 (8 months) for only $1.50. Speci- 
men number for 3 postage stamps MENTION THIS 
PAPKR. Address THRE COUNTRY HOME, 


(P. O. Box 3039) 323 PEARL ST., NEW YORK. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


BANNERS. 


MERINO BANNEBS, 18x30 INCHES. 
One side decorated -.................-----.-.-----5 $2 
Both os 6 











SILK BANNERS, 18 


One side decorated 
Both 


These banners are made any colors. Any shape at 
bottom, trimmed with roan. imit tion gold bullion 
fringe gold border, gold letters, any text or inscrip- 
tion, gold spearheads on the ends. 

Centennial medal awarded these banners. 

Estimates given on finer work. 


CLARENCE A. HART & CO., 
133 North Third St., Philadelphia 





The Best Books at Low Prices. 
Rethasg’s Ss. S. Select Libraries. 


No. 1.—25 Volumes, 12m0. Price Reduced from $38.75 
to ry 40 Net. 

No. 2.—d0 Volumes. 16mo. Price Reduced from $62.25 
to $30.40 Net. 


No. 3.—50 Volumes. 16mo. Price Reduced from $55.55 
to $28.00 Net. . 

No. 4—25 Volumes, 18mo. 
to $8.00 Net. 

No. 5.—24 Volumes. 
to $9 60 Net 


Price Reduced from $16.30 
16mo. Price Reduced from $20.00 


No. 6.—#v0 Volumes. 18mo. Price Reduced from §7.50 
to $4.50, 
No. 7.—5v Volumes. 16mo0. $20.00 Net. 


Catalogue of books in the abuve Libraries sent on 
application. 


Bestest D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers. 





THE LATEST AND v HE BEST 


“New Home’ 


LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE. 
AGENTS SAY: 
“The New Home is the 
easiest machine to sell ever 
made, and gives the best 
satisfaction to purchas- 

ers.” 


CUSTOMERS SAY: 

“The New Home is just 
perfect. Far superior to 
any of the old pattern 


machines. And its price 


is so very low?’ 
LOCAL AGENCIES WANTED. 
D. 8S EWING, 
1127 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 





WESTERN ASIA, with regions of BABYLON, 
NINEVEH, with Paiestine, ali Syria, the rivers Ku- 
ag and Tigris—Ararat and part of Asia Minor. 
‘o illustrate the Caplivities of the Jews—euariy Old 
Testament history—and classic writings. Correct to 
1875, trum the best autoorities known. 
By PROFESSOR H.S. OSBORN, LL.D. 
Will be ready in ashort time. No map equals thi’, 
much being from original material. Size,6 feet by 
4‘4 inches. Price, $5.00. 
Address, GARROD & CO., Box 7: 
Un versity, ‘Oxford, QO 


PROF. A_ J.SCHEM’S HISTORY of the 
WAR EAS 
Is the LIVE book for LIVE agents. 


pees, 198 Engravings. 
GOODSPEED, 


Has 7O0Ooctavo 
Price, $3.00. Address 
New York or Cincinnati, O. 





Scribner for May (Edition, 75,000). 


Among the papers of special interest in the 
May Scrispyer, the first number of a new 
volume, are: 

“Merry Days with Bow anp Quiver,” by 

Maurice Thompson. 

“Camps AND TRAMPs ABOUT KTAADN.” 

“ Bonemra Days.” 

“Mopseska,” by Celia Thaxter. 

“An Impossrpte Story,” by Bayard Taylor. 
“In Arcana SYLVARUM,” 

“Brrp ARCHITECTURE.” 

“Tue First Burrerery.” 

“ Litrte Rose AND THE HovusE OF THE 

Snowy Raynes.” 

“ Tue New York Post-Orricz,” IntustRATED, 
by Edward Eggleston. 

“Our: Pers anp Protectors.” 

“ CONCERNING THE Use OF Faaorts at Gs- 

NEVA.” 

“ CAMPING ouT AT RupDER GranGes.” 

“A Rorvat MARRIAGE” 

“Tur Stncinc TELEPHONE,” etc., ete. 

TheT wo AMERICAN SERIAL Stortss," Roxy,” 
by E tward Eggleston, and * His Inherit- 
ance,” by Miss Trafton, are continued. 





ARTISTS. 


The May Scrrpyer has the most brilliant 
coterie of artists that has ever appeared in 
any one number of a popular magazine, 
Among these are F E. Church, 8. R Gifford, 
H. W. Robbins, L. D Forest, T. Moran, 
Walter Francis Brown, Will H. Low, Fred- 
erick Dielman, J. Alden Weir, Shirlaw, Kelly, 
Reinhart, Vanderhoof, Bolles, Schell, Woolf, 
Hopkins, and others. 


The May ScrisNer is a number of unusual 
excellence, 


SCRIBNER & CO, NEW YORK. — 


ST. NICHOLAS FOR MAY. 
“The Boys’ and Girls’ Magazine.” 
Sr Nicnoxas for May is one of the most 
delightful numbers of this charming maga- 
zine of which Charles Dudley Warner said: 
“I do not see how it can be made any better, 
and if the children don't like it, I think it is 
time to begin to change the kind of children 
in this country.” 

This number opens with a frontispiece, and 
a story, both by Mary Hallock Foote, fol- 
lowed by a funny ballad, “ The Silly Goose,” 
with a comical illustration, by F. 8 Church; 
Lucy Larcom and Celia Thaxter have poems; 
and Irwin Russell has a most inimitable 
fanny story, ‘ Sam's Birthday.” “ The Story 
of May-Day” is given in a very interesting 
article, and there is a moving account of 
how “ The Peterkins are Obliged to Move.” 
“ Old Soup” is a marvelous narrative, showing 
the courage, tenderness, and intelligence of 
a great elephant. ‘Parlor Ballooning,” 
“The Lost Ball,” “ The King and The Hard 
Bread,” are all good and novel papers. Miss 
Alcott’s serial, ‘“‘ Under the Lilacs,” is con- 
tinued. ‘“ Drifted into Port” is concluded, to 
be followed next month by a new serial, 
“ Dab Kinser: The Story of a Growing Boy.” 

Parties may now subscribe for the numbers 
of the present volume (Nov., '77 to Oct., '78, 
inclusive) at a reduction of 50 cents from the 
regular price, $2 50 instead of $3 00, with us, 
or with any news-dealer. 


SCRIBNER & CO.. New York. 
1s7sit 


Osborn & Coleman’s 
Map of 


PALESTINE & SYRIA, 


Correct to March, 1878, smaller size. 
Now reudy, smaller, $5 with the New Geography: 
without the Geography, $3.50. This includes every 
discovery of importance to the present. Address 


_DR LYMAN COLEMAN, Easton, Penn. 


SUNIL MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate Work on ha: d or made to order. 
Factory ard Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
JOSEPH 8. MILLER, 
Snuecessor to Wilson & Miller, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Flerence 
Oil Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 
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roe carver WUT ay-N ‘choo 8, 
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THE GARNER MUS'C CLASSES, ete. 
THE GARNER : 

THE GARNER OY eee opy me ~ tel “ata 
THE GARNER pecmmen copy. ms oe 
THE GARNER Published by JOHN J. HOOD, 
THE GARNER _ 608 Are h St Street, et, Philadelphia, - Pa. 


SACRAMENTAL SARKATHS. 


In Cloth, Blue and Gold, #0 + ma copy. Address 
M. K., Box 53, Kinderhook, ew York. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE) 


—_——o—— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « = $2.15 each. 
“ 15t029 “* »=e. 1.90 “ 
80 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all piagie 
subscribers is now $2.16, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 

a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorised to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tiona) subscriptions wo expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Jaber becribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or club 
eubssription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the mame of the person to whom hom the paper or 
popeee er ® heretofore n sent. 

mbsoyibers wishing to introduce Taz Tres to 
their nae. can have specimen copies sent io 
from this office to any address, 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed . sup pply eee 
with helps, in the line of their special 
which teachers and scholars nave not access. we is 

— Lape and will oe om op receipt of 

toe, only to subscribers 0: ‘tmus who are 

or. Supereniondents (including in in the latter 

ppl A. superintendents, and heads of depart- 

ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state thai they are such, 

a sending your renewal to The Su tendents’ 

r, please mention the date to which you have 
pala fort for Tus vdeo a as given on the 
label on Tun 


THE WEEKLY Y LESSON LEAF. 
Sea nea — agg . « ay 
“Tees than 100 “copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ ks’ QUARTERLY. 


oe Cases months, * s te 


than ‘100 0 Copies at same olen’ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
tn Great Britain 


the ss 

The sone pen Times, one your, rere 
e § 00 ~ 

The 8u me ntendent's Paper, one year, $ shillings. 

The 8c al Quarterly, one year, 

These include postage, w which is i. ee 

this office. 


Letters bHuoscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addvessed to 
JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Publisher 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


PERSONS 


WHO WOULD 

Send to New York to b uy, Furnrrvas, Carpers, 
Sitver anp Pratep Ware, Warcu, Towse and oruer 
Crockxs, Warcass, CommUNION Sers. Cavacu and C: - 
Tags ORGANS, Pianos, Bronses, Screntiric, Rares and 
M IsCBELLAN®:'US Booxs, Biates, Sunpay-scsoo. | 1- 
BRagIES, MUsIC AND Mosic — JapanEse and 
Curwa Waren, Rric-a-BRac, Picrures, CaaRiagrs, 

., If they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for. them. can find such a party in our Aomct. Orders 
pit. swe oo and conscientiously filled without 


= Mniitites for purchasing Pianos and Organs 
enable us to furnish them much below manufacturers’ 


rices. 
Ladies Shopping Orders carefully and promptl 
executed 7 y ienced Lady. Send clear descri 4 
tion of articles desired, accom, _s hae y Order, 
Registered Money Letter, or 


AZRO GOFF'S PURCHASERS AGENCY, 


2 Broadway, New York 
&@ Please keep this for Gin reference: 


HORSTMANN BROTHERS 


& CoO., 


Fifth and Cherry Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Sunday-School Banners, 


Prices and descriptions furnished on 
application. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and des M Cards— Reward 
Cards timent A 


~ 

ible V 

bards. TE list RbUGATIONAL 
address. 


TEACHERS’ ee 

CARDS SENT FREE to any 

FORD'S SONS, Publishers of em atine +a Pine 
Arta, 141 to 147 Franklin 8+, Boston, Mass. 
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The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 
is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in 
its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 
members of five denominations, 
tion of The 


The present cireula- 
Quarterly is 120,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. * It is us d byschools of all denomina- 
tions in every state of the Union. The number for the 
second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
alone will be worth the price of the book. Will you 
not try The Quarterly in your class for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY. Many Superinten-. 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen 
sive for them have found no difficulty In raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 25 cents a year, or $25 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost o7 
postage to subscribers. Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 
months, seven centseach. Tosupply your class would 
cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 
35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, §2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 
sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe! at the office ot 
The Sunday School Times. Address, John D. Wattles, 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 








CHURCH FURNITURE, 


_ MEN EELY’S BELLS. 


fo goeniee TROY CHURCH BELLS known u 
ene public since 1826, which have ooyntved 2 are 
tation unequaled by any, = asale exceedin g ths 
of all others. No agencies F° oO. address, si 
Troy or West Troy, N 





YY & 06 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Ar0Y, N.Y 


Manufacture a superior qual? of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA. 
4% lliustrated Catalogues sent free. 





J. & R. LAMB, Church F Furniture, 
(0 ABLES, 











UCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, a = 
Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N.Y. 
Ay i F AAAI rand Tin 
r Churches, ools, Fire 
Alarms, Farms, ae. FULLY 
W ARRANTRERD. Catalogue 


aeut Free. VANDUZEN & TIFT, Otmcinnaii, 


GROWN JEWEL SOAP 


Mark. pears hard, white LAUNDRY 





with, Great W: ng 
net 


weight p, Bold by of 
MADE ONLY or 


f Chas. McKeone, Son & 60. 


8 PHILADELPHIA. 
Ma.c Flodr Toilet Soa 
Maize Flour-Toilet Soap!- 
Maize Flour Toilet Tok: | oth fee 


k BOW soap X a 


np l— 


eupecior washlog pro- 


pe rite 
mi 


i 


MicKeone, Son & CE 
SCROLL SAWS, tester. “Cearennal 


etc., at Factory Prices, Designs. 
[LATHES ies cri 
TOOLS & HARDWARE ceca: 


chinials, Carpenters, and every Department of Me- 
chanical Trade, Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind of Tools or Machines you require 


TALLMAN & McPADDEN, G07 Market St,, Philad’a. 


TO ADVERTISERS! 322° 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 1% 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
ne wspepers in the United States and Canada, and 

ontains more information of valne to an advertiser 
Shon @8 sn be found in any other publication. Al! lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sare to 
send for it before epancins any mm ney in newspaper 
advertising. Address Ww. VER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, wt imes fotidnt Philsdelpbia 


WH AT JESUS S AYS.2 All his ut his ut- 
tualled, prepaid. Rr flat Gireulat” Adare ‘oven 
REV. FRANK RUSARLL. Kalamazoo, 


Chus , Philadel phie¢ 




















ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
95 ldc., pootpaid, GEO, I. REED & CO.,, Nassau, N.Y, 


MUSIC BOOKS. 
NOW SUPPLY YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH 


HEAVENWARD. 


The latest — best collection of Sunday-school 
Songs, by Ja K. Murray, P. P. Bliss, and other 
famous writers: and the only new book containing the 
best songs of the lamented Bliss. No other k 
equais it in popularity. Sold by most booksellers. 
Samples, in paper covers, mailed for 2% cents. Price 
in boards, 35;ceuts. §30 per 100. 


NEW GOSPEL HYMNS AND SACRED SONGS. 


SONGS OF FAITH. 


‘ oO religious journal thus speaks of this new 
JOOK : 

“ This new collection is the same size as the No. 1 
and No. 2, prepared by Messrs. Sankey and Bliss. 
it has in all over 240 choice pieces. Among these are 
many of the most popular and soul-stirring com posi- 
tions ofuur day, such as** Hold the Fort.’ “The Ninety 
and Nine,” What a Friend we have in Jesus.” “ What 
shail the Harvest be,” “ Resting at the Croes,” with 
many others. Besides these. there is a larger number of 
livir A heart-inaspiring, original pieces of music and 
words than we have seen in any book of this kind. Price 
in boards, words and music, 35 cents. §30 per 100. 

fords ony, 6 cents. E00 per 100. 
CHAPEL ANTHEMS is the latest and best book 
for Choirs etc., by Dr. J. B. Herbert. Price $1.25. 
THE GALAXY.—New book for Conventions, S'ng- 
ing Schools. etc., by J. William Suffern. Price, $1.00. 
ga Catalogues of Music and Music Books sent free. 
Send 15 cents tor pamaete of Brainard’s Musical World 
Surah $2.00 worth of Music. fishes my) per year. 
S. BRAINARD’SSONS Publishers, Cleveland O. 
WILLIAMS & MANSS, WM. A. SEP. & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. NE YORK. 


1000 Va 


POP pera \ | , 
CLASSICAL. 
Send for full inh sitaihe 


Oratorios and Masses, 
full scores, at 50 cents each. 


OPERAS, $1.00. 
NEW THEMES 


and Modern Gems! 
ARRANGED FOR 
CHURCH OR PARLOR ORGAN, 
with or without 8. 
Contains ee tee diferent gS toall 
occasions. Price, $2.00. of 
SONGS FOR 
CHILDREN AND THE CHILD-LIKE. 
1 aongs of a cheer, happy Character thie mani 
oy Dr ¥L. Tac — and ate Wm. 


aner. Price, 0 cents. 
Published oy WM. A. POND & ©O., 47 Broad- 


way and % Union Square, New York 
Examine them, 








eS Stranb’s Splendid New Books 
= Crown of 
(Tite 35 Gis.) lory! 


$3.60 per doz, 
$s that 


Is filled with Gems of New S. S. Son 
will * never grow old ! ” Supply your School 
with it. ’Tis a charming beet: 


The Convention 
cts and Choir. 


ges. Splendid Anthems, Chants, 
ened y “ines, Etc,, that ** DELIGHT THE 
Sincers!” Supply your Choir. 
er Either book sent on receipt of price. 
Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McCLURG & C0., Chicago, Illy 
NOW READY! Bright! New! Sweet Cheerful: 


GOSPEL ECHOES R. G. Staples 


Do not supply your school with new singing books. unti! 
vou have examined and tested this book. It is by far th: 
best for SUNDAY SCHOOLS, PRAYER-MERTINGS, and 
Home Circies. Itis full of contributions from ALL THI 
eest authors ef Sunday-school music_in the country 
Children, Teachers, Superinendents. Pastors, Parents 
all say they wantit. For se = »everywhere. Sample pages 
free. Sample copie es. 26 cents, or @3.50 per doren, by mail. 
Address. C ENT tAL ROOK c onc BERN  Osks aloosa, lowa, 
oo. NitsoN : CO... Reston, and New or 


Send for Cir 4c of Straub’s Normal Institute for 1878. 


| u Apeay “smn Aeq 101 *SIOHIT QNVIOCom. 








SEND FOR SPECIMEN PAGES OF 











3 + 1 
The Best Sunday-School Music Book. 
Specimen Pages Free. Sample Copy, 35 Cents; 

Per Dosen, $3.60 by express: $4.20 by mail. 
FILLMORE BROs., PUBS., CLNCINNATI, 0. 


AGREAI OFFER !! eaves fara 


times dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $130; 
7 l-3-octave, $140; Organs, 7 stops, 
$65; 8 stops, $703; 12 stops, $85; 
cesh, in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, N. Y. 


is over, pas theslaugh- 
ter of im. h prices con- 
tinnes. ‘By wonderful 
im provements. eo) 


ious inventions, an 
perfected systems, we can now produce 


Magnificent $750 PIANOS FOR $190. 
Beautiful 20 ORGANS ror $75. 


Sent free for examination. Guaranteed Six years. 
Marchal & Smith Piano and Organ Co., 





“We will dur- 








47 UNIVERSITY PLACE, N. Y. 


oe 


WORTH REPEATING. 


ONLY. 


(Carlotta Perry, in The Advance. ] 


It was only a little blossom, 
Just the merest bit of bloom, 

But it bronght a glimpse of summer 
To the little darkened room. 


It was only a glad “ good morning,” 
As she passed along the way; 

Bat it spread the morning’s glory 
Over the livelong day. 


Only a song, but the music 
Though simply pure and sweet, 

Breught back to better patuways 
The reckless roving feet. 


Only! In our blind wisdom 
How dare we say it at all? 
Since the ages alone can teil us 

Which is the great or smail. 





WAS IT ALL CHANCE? 


[From The Hartford Courant.] 


If there be no God, and no divine justice, 
the unknowable force, and the chances of 
laws made by nobody, work some marvel- 
ous presentations of poetic justice. Take 
the case of that man Fisk, giggling and rosy 
liar, roaring with laughter over his success- 
fal ‘stealing of a whole railroad, pretiding 
over a harem, glaring through the streets 
in rich equipage, jocularly smiled upon by 
the press as Jim Fisk and a mighty smart 
fellow, too, becoming “very popular: 
“admiral” of a fleet of eplendid steamers, 
colonel of a crack regiment, and getting to 
be envied by all scamps end half envied by 
youths of pulpy manhood who didn’t look 
through the shine at the rottenness within. 
Well, something shot him dead one day 
because they quarreled about a prostitute ; 
the gourd-vine withered, and the balloon 
collapsed. When it was dead, the life 
looked horrible, and young men concluded 
that such a life ‘didn’t pay, after all, God or 
no God. 


The wretched woman called Madame 
Restell, heaped up money till her den 
bscame what they call a “ palatial residence,” 
To do the lowest grades of mankind justice, 
probably nobody envied her, the woman, 
a mother too, whose dollars represented 
murdered babies.* The law hovered about 
her for forty years and got apaltry satis- 
fection in two yesre’ imprisonment, but her 
oslace flourished, till the other day a slow 
justice having almost reached her, she lay 
jown in her bath-tub and cut her throat 
with a carving-knife. 

And the old man Tweed is gone. Right 
in the fece of the great metropolitan city, 
of the Empire State, and the business center 
of “the greatest nation” on earth, he 
laughed at all the able, and broad, and 
enterprising, and cours geous, and far gee- 
ing and bighest integrity men of affairs, 
and governed them and took millions upon 
millions out cf their pockets in broad day- 
light, and kept a borde of assistant thieves 
likea robber baron of old Some metro- 
politan journals proposed a monument to 
the great man while living, and provincial 
journals spoke of him as a gent'eman. 
Nothing succeeds like success; and was he 
not successful? “Afier ai,” they said, 
“after all, and when all is said and 
done. there is a good deal that is good about 
old Tweed; he's a pretty good-bearted 
od fellow and gives a gocd deal to the 
poor.” And they sent him by big msjor- 
ities to the state senate. though he dared 
not take bis seat the last time. 

Bat the unknowable jorce bit him. The 
business end of the law sent him to Black- 
well’s Island for twelve years. The 
scholarly and technical end let him out 
after a year, and he got away from the 
sheriff and the country. What brought 
him back is rot yet understood. Of course 
it was not a Divine Providence mingling in 
the affairs of men. Something bunted him 
out of Cuba, penetrated his disgu'ses in 
Spain, and brought him back, though there 
was no extradition treaty with Spain, and 
our state depar'ment didn’t take much 
trouble in the matter. Since then a great 
chain has held bim fast. He offered 
to give up great heaps of stolen money, 
perhaps ail of it. He offered to tell all 
about his pals in crime; and perbaps he 
wrote the whole story. But nobody 
believed him in either case. He groveled 
in his entreaties to make peace and be let 
out, but as atone time nobody dared to 
attack him, so now nobody dared let 
go. And the vital forces of bis big body, 
jammed into narrow walls, turned vpon 





themselves and gnawed away his life, Boss 
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Tweed 18 dead, and nobody envies him. 
No danger now that his example will 
corrupt young men. 





FAMILY PRAYERS. 


(The Rev. Dr. J. Marshal! Lang, in The Family 


‘Treasury. ] 
Let me not be misunderstood. Family 
prayers are not fami’/y religion. I have 


‘known houses in which, with scrupulous 
reguiari'y, prayers were cffered, the house- 
hold always assembled at the time set apart. 
And yet in vain could one look for any trace, 
throughout the dcy, of thespirit and pow r 
of godliness, The atmosphere of the circle 
was worldly. Frivolity and mere self- 
pleating regued. The worship of the early 
hour was only the witness against the levity 
of the rest of the day. Therefore, I sp«ak 
of the family worsbip merely as a symbol 
of fellowssip. But it the symbol is nightly 
used, if it is loved and kept as a help to the 
reality, itis full of profit. It promotes the 
sympathy which should animate the mem- 
bers of the home-circle. Itis a visible sign 
of their oneness. It provides an opportu- 
nity for mmstruction’in the contents of 
Scripture, ali the more valuable that the 
divine teaching steals into the soul “pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon hne.” It 
keeps alive in all the obligation of du'ies as 
more than any claim of rights, cements the 
ties of effection, bestows on all relation- 
ships “the beauties of holiness.” It is a 
monitor to those who command, remindin 
them of what they owe to the children _ 
housebo'd; a monitor equally to those who 
are ruled, reminding them of the honor 
and obedience that are due in the Lord 
It serves ‘as an edge and border to we 
gerve the web of life from unraveling ; 
tends to keep everything in its m the 
place and time: it naturally introduces a 
similar regularity into other employments.” 
Let none p'ead want of ability for conduct- 
ing an exercise so blessed. 





EASTERN SAWS. 
[From Hiibsch’s Gems of the Orient. ] 


Silence is the brother of assent. 
A kind word is the tie of hearts. 
Proverbs are the lamps of speech. 


The speech of the king is the king of 
speech. , ‘ ’ 

Speech is a beautifal net in whieh souls 
are caught. 

A prince is he who knows no prince, 

Take from death before it takes from 
thee. 

When comes the rose, the winter goes. 

He who runs a race with time hurts his 
foot, 

Man may trust his grave, but not his 
time. 

The stomach carries the feet. ; 

Within my city my name: outside of it 
my garment. 

‘Away trom his city the dog does not 
bark for seven years, 

“Repeat, repeat!” is the best medicine 
for the memory. 

Mach have [ learned from my teachers, 
more from my schoolmates, most from my 
panils, 

Upwards in holiness and never down- 
Wards, 

Too many monks destroy the church. 

By much falling the child learns to walk. 

Somstimes one crowing kills the cock. 

he hunter must keep company with the 
anal ds. 
B+ not honey altogether, else people will 
lick k thee up: be not bitterness altogether, 
élae they will spit thee out. 


Water in the eye is a sign of fire in the 
eart. 


lf thou prohibit a thing, begin with 
thine own self. 
A thing that is spoiled in the beginning 
ends crooked. 
He who does not destroy does not build. 
Weakness married laziness, and their 
progeny was poverty. 
ladustry breaks the chain of poverty. 
If the ignorant knew his ignorance, he 
would not be ignorant. 
The learned knows the ignorant, for he 
Was ignorant before he was learned ; the 
ignorant does not know the learned, for he 
Lever was learned. 
Ignorance is the worst companion. 
: The learned does not cease to exist: his 
1p* Move in the grave. 
Opportunity passes Ike a cloud. 
. Verty without debt ia fortune 
> poor man is hke a lamp without oil. 
overty comes from God; but not dirt. 


No. 160.—Front View. 


J, ESTEY & COMPANY, 





BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


EDUCATIONAL. 








No. 160.—Back View. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


GRAAT SUCOEBSS. 
+» Be sure 5o send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) OW THE GLOBE, 


allustrated Catalogue sent free. 














These Preparations 
have been the standard 
of purity and excellence 
for nearly one hundred 
years, and have gained 
| a world-wide reputation. 
They are jure nutri- 
tious, and healthy. Co- 
coa contains as much 
flesh-forming matter as 
beef. 


WALTER BAKER & COVS 


CHOCOLATE AND 












| 


COCOA. 


Broma, an excellent 
food for Invalids, and 
unrivaled in delicacy 
and aroma Breakfast 
Cocoa,—a general favor- 
ite. Baker’s No. 1 
Chocolate, the very best 
preparation of plain 
Chocolate in the market. 
Vanilla Chocolate, un- 
surpassed in flavor and 











Awarded the highest premium at the Paris, 


Philadelphia. For circulars, 
MRS. J. 


1: heron SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 


4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


Best advan fora ry ha * education. Refers by 
rmission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sun 
hool Times, and v. 8. Hana, 4001 Pine 


addre 
‘A. BOUARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea 


side School for pe od sexes. On direct route from 


New York to Bosto For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAEESLEE. A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





INCINNAT! WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
Best advantages in pa Science, Lan- 

guages, one or and Mu 
DAVID 8. "MOORE, DD., President, 


OLDEN HILL SEMINARY for Young Ladies. 
¥ Bridgeport, Conn. For circulars, address the 
Principal, Mime EMILY NELSON, 





AGENT Ss WANT ED. 








EN WANTED-—to sell the PATENT GRID 

A DLE CAKE TURNER, and other articles that 
every family needs and will buy. Samples, 10 cents. 
Two me ate, «4 cent. profit to agents, 
WEEKS, Box 507. Rochester, N. Y. 





5000 AGE NTS w ANTE D for the sale of the 
“ Titustrated Lord’s Prayer,” TEN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 


NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 


Agents are making from 2 to #15 per day. Ministers, 
Book and Picture Agents, and al! out of employ ment, 
send for circular and terms and be convinced. 


EV. 8. T. BUCK, 


Address, R 
Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa 


“THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


WedeliverStroug OSes, suis Bon sb > Spie 
neering safely ~j mail, a vail ust-offices. 
did V arieties, me chotes all =T¥- cto 
2; Pe Pf 
. and choose from GU 50C 


for s 
als. ° ® Send A ba N E 








or 





‘oO ata at cU 







finest sorts. Our Gre at ettaley i rrowin 7 and 
distributing Roses. THE DINGEE ay ‘CO., 
Rosr-Growers, West Grove. Chester s. Jo., Pa. 





ES TREES AND. PLANTS. 


Pear 40¢, each; "Deact Pear, 30¢, each. 
Strawberries, Raspberries, Blackberries, and Gr 
Vines by the doz. 100, 1,000, or 10,000. All ge 

| packed and deliv weed at depe: i without extra charge. 
| Price-list free. Address 8, C. DwOOU, Moorgzstown. 
Burlington Co., N. J. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITCH PINE, Mich and Canada. 
WHITE PINE AND HARD = Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for a Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels Peiehed. 
seasoned Lumber, ~*~ Meuld- 
ings, ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
S8- 


Piease send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New Yors, 











DK. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt ow gy ee antennas 

e or a 





juality. 
Vienna, and Pa ladeiph la Expostons, 

















PROVE ALL THINGS. 


ON TRIAL, 
For 20 CENTS, we will send for 3 MONTHS, ONE COPY o: 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 


For 50 CENTS, we will send for 3 MONTHS, 50 COPIES of 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, 


LL. 















sow is the t.me to secure if. IVE 
4 RS for an Acre of the BEST fand in Ame 7 ica. 


2.000.000 ACRES 


in Eastern Nebraska ner for sale. TEN YEARS’ 

EDIT TIVEN; TEREST OnNdS Six 
PER CENT. Full ea aeetian sent B9, Ad- 
dress O. F. DAVIS, Land Agent U. P. R. RB. 








OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 


MACICLAN eT EWs 


VIEW 
. Sela Spoeceneauee PRICES 


T.MILLIGAN. 
NSD CASE SVLRA\LADA 


Lase’s Bible Atlas 








For Suflony 








feeatory Notes tad index 1 doe ghee | 
. Sins Eee * ot) ee 
ee Addons &. Br los'a Gos Hardee Coxe 


TELL ' HEM of 
JESUS.” 


“ FETCH 


Suy erintendents, send 3 cent stamp for sample of 
— pamphiet, admirably Ray o> a circulation | 
Sabbai h-school teac 
ERICAN TRACT SO¢ “IETY, 


ane3 Madison Street, Chicago. 








NEW YORK 
And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


Trains for NEW YORK and TRENTON leave North | 
| Pennsylvania vepot, Third and Berks Street, at 7.30, 


| 9.30, 11.30 A, M.; 1.30, 3 3, 5.30 P. M., and 12.05 night. 
For TRENTON, 4.15 P.M. (Accomm dation.) 
For Yardley, Hopewell, Pennington. De ew ry — 
| Bound Brook Railroad, 8.15 9. ¥, and 11. A. M 


| and 5.30 P. M., and 1205 midnight. 


FOR LONG BRANCH. OCEAN GROVE, OCEAN BEACH. 


9.20 A. M., except Sundays. 


SUNDAY TRAINS for New York 9.30 A. M., 630 
P. M..and 1205 night. Fer Trenton, 9.30 A. M., 415 


| and 5.30 P. M. 


. THEM IN AND. 


PARLOR CARS en 7.20 A. M. and 1. 


TICKET OFFICES. 
434, 732 and 135! Chestnut St., and Berks St. Depot. 
Baggage collected and cheeked to destination by 
Manuo’s Express. 101 South Fifth St. 
ELLIS CLARK, General Agent. 


30 P. M. 








32 Column Illustrated Paper and ° oretty 5x7 
chromo, sent 3 mos. on trial for 10 cts “Fsrab, 
3 sears. Y. F. World, 20 Lincoln St. Boston,Mass, 


nice - orated mo 


GT S t0 cts. . W. Rudsell, 


[MONEY 


oe for fancy work, 
Newton, Mass. 








can be made in any y locality by sell- 
ing me Rubber Printing Stamps. 
. HatriEe.y, Pottstown, Pa 





pa Be and comfo 
For 


Approved 
Reh physicians. custo vy 


mer- 





WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N. Y. 


PECALCOMANIE PICTURES. 


The ciitdien pert ted, and a host of 










ornaments beautifully decorated Butterflies, 
Landscapes, insects, Flies, Beetles, Spiders, 
Flowers, Cupids, Circus Riders, Chinese, Bou 
quets, Heads, ‘omice, Portvaits, Soldiers 
Indians, Oriental Ficgures Humpty Dumpty 
teal Figures 





ical & Theat: 


gal 
f ne, with brash, mate rial anil 
* tor transferring, fo 


ta 


5 di 
revth aly 250ts. 
be et » Pi tures, 25c. 
Accents want Or addres 


eee $. DATE, Chicago, tt ; 


' one or 


| NOKWICH LIN 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


City oi Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays. Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


| Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 


Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 Pp. m, 

Connecting with Express Trains at New Londua 
yia New York and New England Railroad for 
Blackstone — Boston and via Worcester for 
Fitchburg, Junction, Lowell, Lawrence, 

Nashua, =. eater, Concord, ete. 

magren Train for Boston leaves New London 
atia 

PORTL AND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
44. m. for Worcester and all points North. arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p w ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m. 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 

4. u., for all stations on New London Northern 
Central Vermont, Norwich and W orcester, and 
New York and New England Railroads 

FREIGHT. The new and eapacious freight and 
assenger (iron) steamer City of Lawrence will run 
m connection with steamer City of Bosten, and 
steamer City of Norwich, in eennection with 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 
excepted. 

Ctra can rely on dispatch and lowest 

8. 





For further information inquire ot 
W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. ¥. 
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THE BEREAN 
ADAPTATION 


OF THE 


International Lessons, 


BY REV. DR. J. H. VINCENT, 


Assisted by a corps of TWELVE able scholars 
and practical teachers, including Clergymen, 
Laymen, and Ladies. There lessons are 
adapted to every grade of pupils. 


These Lessons are for the Family ‘and the 
Sunday-School. 
THE SCRIPTURE BEREANS. 

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews 
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. Therefore man 
of them believed ; also of honorable women which 
were Greeks, and of men, not a few.—Acts 17: 
10-12. 

It is the alm of the Berean Series: 

1. To promote independent labor on the 
part of teachers and scholars. 

2. To give partial aid to the teacher with- 
out doing everything for him. 

8. To enlist home help in Sunday-school 


study. 

4. To uphold Jesus Christ as the central 
theme of every lesson in both the Old and 
New Testaments. 

5. To encourage the DAILY searching of 
Scripture. 


Sunday-School Journal 


‘Unsurpassed as a help to the study of the 
International Lessons.” ‘To any teacher 
whose time of preparation 1s limited it is 
indispensable.” ‘It contains notes suited to 
teachers of both advanced and prim 
classes; bas Bible references printed in full. 
It is equal to a commentary, dictionary, and 
maps combined.” Such is the testimony 


from every section. Only sixty-five cents a 
year for single copy. Clubs of six or more, 
fifty-five cents each. 


The Berean Quarterly, 


In 1870 Nelson & Phillips published a 
“ Quarterly Leaf’’ for the use of scholars, but 
for a variety of reasons it was suspended. 
In 1876 the Quarterly Leaf was revived, and 
in a new and tly improved form is now 
published under the title of Tuz Berean 
QuarrTeRLyY. The Quarterly contains con- 
densed notes on the lessons, and questions 
especially adapted to older pupils. It also 
contains maps, a Bible dictionary, review 
exercises, “ Bible drill,” and many charming 
features, Price, twenty-five cents a year. 


EVERY BIBLE CLASS TEACHER 
who uses the SunpAy-Scnoon JournAL should 
supply the members of his or her class with 


Every Sunday, 


WILL YOU TRY IT ONE QUARTER? 
Cost or Every Sunpay! Single copy, five 

cents per quarter; 15 cents per year. 100 

copies, one quarter, $2.50. 16 copies, one 
uarter, for 60 cents, or five copies for 
cents. 


Send fora Catalogue of our Helps. Address 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, Vew York. 


pone > 


Pi ge 


Wanamaxer’s Grano Deror, 


and 
Thousands of Ladies are now doing 
their Shopping without leaving home, 


EVERYTHING pair 


For Everybody, of either Sex or of any 
Age. Write for Samples and Prices 
of what you want. They will be free- 
ly and promptly sent. 

Address, plainly, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Grand Depot, 
Thirteenth @ Market, Philadelphia. 
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AOR ECONOMY buy “Our” Patent Bosom Shirt. 
Warranted to last as long as tw» shirts made the 

: it will never break or wrinkle. Sent by mat) 
uofinished, $1.10; finwhed, $1.35. Made of Wamsutta 
Muslin and 2100 liven, * Our” Patent Shirt Front 
ie used on any shirt, 25 aud Sdc. Send for circular, 


. D. CABLISL.B, ritsburgh, Pa. 
Sacramental Sabbaths. 





It answers the 


cents, 


esson, Lesson hymn, ete. 


year, 


month, 3 cents; one year, 25 cents. 


esson, Questions, Bible Greetings, 


Review Exercise, ete. 
condensed information. 


5 cents; one year, 50 cents. 


SABBATH 
SCHOOL 
PAPERS. 


All Splendidly Iilustrated. 


The best, the cheapest, and the most entertaining. 


LOOK AT THE TERMS. Postage prepaid by us. 


Casb always In advance. 


GOOD WORDS (Monthly). 


Page, 12x16 Inches. 
12 copies to one address. ..- 
5 “ rn * 


50 “ “ 
100 “ 


&8mos. 6 mos. 
$1 05 
1% 
3 
6 55 


MY PAPER (Monthly). 


Page, 10x14 Inches, 
12 copies to one address-...... 
5 “ “ : 


Sa TF 
or over, per hundred, 3 50 


3 mos. 
i) 


vn. a 
90 


6 mos, 

$ 95 
7) “ “ . "170 ; 
100 “or over. per hundred, 3 10 


GOOD CHEER (Monthly). 


Pege, 8x12 Inches. 


lyr. 
. copies to one address 
9 ay “4 


$1 35 
2 50 
460 
8 10 


fo ta . 


100 “ 


OLD AND YOUNG (Monthly). 


Page, 6x8 Inches. 
25 copies to one address 


al 
100 “ “ 


6mos. lyr 


2 20 416 


Single copies of GOOD WORDS or MY PAPER, 30 
cents, yearly; or a copy of the three papers, GOOD 
WORDS, MY PAPER, and GOOD CHEER, together, 
for 75 cents. 


Samples free. Send orders to 


E. W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 


BOX 5105, NEW YORK. 


ae j 


4 MIXFD CARDS, with name, 10c. Agent's 
outfit, 10c. L. JONES & CO., Nassan, N. Y. 


45 Cards, no 2 alike, with name and 
Card Case. 3c. C.G. HAVENS 


& CO., West Meriden, Conn. Bi 


Mixed Cards. with name. 0c. Best Offer 
ever made. F. W.GARDINER, Lynn, Mass. 





50 Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case. 18c., or 25 
no 2 alike, 10c. Outfit 10 c. Dowd & Oo., Bristol, Ct. 


9 5 ELEGANT CARDS, wo ality 





no t with name, 
e.. wnstnatd JR RIIRTEN accan N V 


Extra Mixed Cards, name in Crimson, Gold & 
OV set. on all. 10. CLINTS BROS., Clintonville. Ct, 


50 saa camtee 


DF FANCY CARDS, with name, l0c.; 50 for .15c. 
re or Gold. Try us. W. E. Hull & Co., Hud 





Elegant Mixed Cards, with name, 13 cents. 
Agent’s ontfit 0c. Seavy Bros... Northford. Ot. 





son, N. 
3) Gold & Silver Border, new, with name and ele- 
gant Leatherette Case Se. 25 without case Wo., or 
25 no two servers alike, and neat Morocco Case, 160 


CARDS Ca’logue & samples 30. J A. Morrill, Fulton, N.¥ 





Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
. CAXTON’S 

Self-Inking, only $14. 

COLUMBIAN RESSES, Seif- 

Inking, from $27 to $60; will do the 

work of a $250 Press, Presses 

from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue 

Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St 

Boston, Mass. Established 1847 


PIANOS Aner battle on high’prices.P 4 QIN 


War on (he monopolist renewed, 

ae ee ee ee 
Ba’ See Beatty's latest Newspaper full reply (send free) 
before buy ing piano or organ. Read my latest circular, 


WAR Ge*ei F Santi. Wesninglon Wc TORGANS 
nal 

















Improved 8S. S. Lesson Helps. 
The* LESSON TEACHER” is for Sunday School Teachers. 
nestion “ How can I so teach the International Lesson, that 
my scholars shall be spiritually benefitted by it?” p 
Application of the Lesson. One copy, one month, three cents; one year, 

Ten copies and over, each 15 cents a year. 


MY PICTURE LESSON is for Little Children. It has four pages for each 
Sunday, containing the International Lesson in simple language, several 
—— that illustrate the Lesson, an interesting story that applies the 

“It is the Best for Primary Classes.” Qne copy, 
one month, 3 cents: one year, 35 cents. 


It gives special aid in the 
2) 


Ten copies and over, each 15 cents a 


Over one hundred copies, each 13 cents a year. 


“LIGHT ON THE LESSON,” is “The Best for Intermediate Scholars.” 
It has two large pages for every Sunday, containing the Text of the Inter- 
national Lesson and Questions, and Full Explanatory Notes on the Meaning 
and Mg foe of the Lesson, Maps, Illustrations, ete. 


One copy, one 


Over ten copies, each 13 cents a year. 
THE LESSON HELPER for Teachers and Advanced Classes, has four large 
pages for each Sunday, containing the Scripture-Text of the International 
Introduction, Geographical and Bio- 
graphical Notes, Full Explanatory Notes on the meaning of the Lesson, 
Opinions of the Best Commentators on the Meaning and Application of the 
Lesson, Other Passages of Scripture that throw light on 
tical Lessons with Bible Authority, Central Truth with Seriptural Appli- 
cation, Reflections, Incidents that Illustrate the Lesson, Maps, Illustrations, 
A minister writes: ‘“ The Lesson Helper is a marvel of 
i know of no 
valuable aid in the same space, and for the same cost.” 


he Lesson, Prac- 


mublication that furnishes so much 
One copy, one month, 


Ten copies, and oyer, each, 25 cents a year. 
EUGENE R, SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible House, New Yor’. 


Everybody's Paper is exactly what you want in your 
Sunday-school. It is undenominational and thor- 
oughly practical in Christian work. It pleases the 
children with its beautiful illustrations, and large, 
plain type. It appeals to the hearts of the older 
people with its sound Bible teachings. The following 
letter, from one of our subseribers, is only one of the 


many which we receive. 


Everybody's Publishing Company. 

Gents.—Enclosed find post-office order, for which 
please continue Everybody's Paper to my address. 
We think more of it every day, and every one who 
has seen it think everything of it. May the Lord 
give you success with your paper. 

Yours truly, 
March 9, 1878. 8. 8. K. 

We have on hand a large supply of tracts of our own 
publication, adapted to all kinds of religious work. 
40 cents per pound, post-paid, 1,000 pages in a pound. 

Samples sent free, 

Address 

EVERYBODY’S PUBLISHING CO., 
ho. 6 Areade Court, 
Chicago, Ill. 





The Best and Cheapest Sunday-Schoo! Libraries.” 


GRAND CHEAP LIBRARY. 


50 Choice Illustrated Volumes, 16mo, bound in 
Muslin, and not in any other Select Library. 


This Library contains over 12,000 printed pages, 
illustrated by 212 large full-page, fine engravings, and 
many of the smaller size. 

All the volumesin this Library are valuable and 
instructive. The price of the Library is $26.00, from 
which we make a discount of Twenty per cent. to 
Sunday schools, making the 

Net Price for Fifty Large Books, only $20.30. 

Sold only in Sets.—Send for a complete Catalogue. 


GRAND CHE. P LIBRARY, 


°o 


50 Choice Illustrated Vols., large 16mo, bound in 
Muslin, and not in any other Select Library. 


This Library contains over 12.200 printed pages, 
profusely illustrated with large full-page engravings, 
and many of the smaller size. All the volumes in 
this Library are valuable and instructive. The price 
of the Livrary is $238.00, from which we make a dis- 
count of Twenty Per Cent. to Sunday-schoois, 
making the 

Net Price for Fifty Large Books only $22.40. 

The books are different fr.m those in No.1, and 
some are larger. 

Soid only in sets. Send for a catalogue. 

Books of the size of these in this Library are usually 
sold at from $10 to $1.25 each. Nothing like this 
Library has been offered tor such a small sum, 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
American Sunday School Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philade! phia. 
7, 8. and 19 Bible House, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 

207 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 


PULPIT PAINTINGS, 


For Illustrated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and 
developing the plan of [ilustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 states of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revol¢e, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, etc., sent for 
l0cents. Photographs o Paintings also sent. 

tive in palais eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors;’ 
Miustrated Stationery for Religious Correspondence, 
and Ilastrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Su ‘in- 
tendenta, etc., to send to children, filled with children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above, 


 * ®ACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 








HARPER’S 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
FOR MAY 


ConTAINs : 
COAST RAMBLES IN ESSEX. By Samuel Adams 
yrake. 
With Fifteen Illustrations, 
THE ITALIAN POETS. By Eugene Lawrence, 
With Fourteen Illustrations. 


THE SILENT TRYST. A Poem. By Margaret J. 
Preston. 


THE STORY OF JEAN MALCOMB. By Susan A. 
Weiss. 
With Two IlUustrations. 


FOUR POEMS BY MICHAEL ANGELO. Trans- 
lated by E. Howland. 


OLD FLEMISH MASTERS. Ill. Peter Paul Ru- 


eS. 


With Five Illustrations. 


THE ITALIAN 
Dr. Coan. 


POET IN EXILE. A Poem. By 
ALONG THE HAVEL. By Arthur Venner. 
With Nine Illustrations, 


SONG BIRDS OF THE WEST. 
way. 
With Nineteen Illustrations, 


By Robert Ridge- 


EASTER MORNING. A Poem. By Frances L. 
Macy. 
With an Illustration. 
MACLEOD OF DARE. A Novel. 
m¥e 


By William Black. 
With Two Illustrations. 


Chapters XII,- 


THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE. 
Secoud. Chapter I -V. 
With Two Illustrations. 


A Novel. Book 
By Thomas Hardy. 


MY NFPHEW'S CROTCHETS. A Story. By Lu- 
cretia P. Hale. 

FREE MUSCULAR DEVELOPMENT. By William 
Biaikie. 

WHY JACK WENT TO EUROPE. A Story. By 
Julian Hawthorne. 


THE ENGLISH CIVIL SERVICE. By Hon. F. H. 
Morse. 


MAY-FLOWER. A Poem, By Henrietta Hardy. 
EDITOR'S EASY CHAIR. 

EDITOR'S LITERARY RECORD. 

EDITOR'S SCIENTIFIC RECORD. 

EDITOR'S HISTORICAL RECORD. 


EDITOR’S DRAWER. 





BOUXD VOLUMES. 


Bound Volumes of the MaGazINnE, each volume 
containing the Numbers for Six Months, will be fur- 
nished for $3.00 per volume in Cloth, or $5.25in Half 
Calf, sent by mail, postage paid. A complete Analyti- 
cal Index ofthe first fifty volumes, from June, 1850, to 
May, 1875, inclusive, is nowready. Price, Cloth, $3.00; 
Half Calf, $5.25. 





HARPER’S PERIODICALS 


For 1878. 

HARPER’S MAGAZINE, One Year 
HARPER’S WEEKLY, “ 
HARPER'S BAZAR, > 
The THREE Publications, one year 
Any TWO, one year 
SIX subscriptions, one year 

Address 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


“RUSTIC WORK, | 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees 
Rustic ‘Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale, 

Florists’ Supplies 

IN GENERAL 

This Hanging Basket in 
five sizes, 8. 944, 1i4¢, 13and 
15 inches in diameter. 
Price. 75c., $1, $1.50, $2.00, 
$2.50, sent by express to 
any part of the U. 8., 02 
receipt of price. 

S Send stamp for Dlustra 
ted Catalogue. 


Rustie Mfg. Co., 
29 FULTON ST., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 








1EAP TRIMMING. Six yerds of linen edge for 
25e.; 12 yards Everlasting edee, dvc.; 6 yares Lace 
edge frilling 5vc. : 12 pieces of W hite Star braid for 5c. 
New embroideries, fine and cheap. send 3c. for sam 





ples and circulars. : 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





